
Dear Life-study Listener,

We are broadcasting this month from Life-study of Second Corinthians. This
book is quite unique among the Epistles of the apostle Paul and is considered
by some Bible teachers to be his autobiography. In this book, Paul tells us in
many details the kind of person who is competent to be a minister of Christ.
Because of this particular focus in 2 Corinthians, we encourage you to read
the article “What Is the Ministry of the New Covenant?” in this issue and
“What Is a Minister of the New Covenant?” in next month’s issue. We think it
will be new light to many of you to see how God does not want a successful
Christian work but a Christian worker who has learned the lesson of the
cross. The true Christian ministry is what issues out of these New Testament
ministers and not simply anyone who does a Christian work.

From September 30 through October 4 we will make a special promotional
offer over the radio for you to receive a free copy of Witness Lee’s book An
Autobiography of a Person in the Spirit. Although some of you can no longer
hear the program in your area, we are still extending this offer to you, but
you must call before October 18. If for some reason mail delivery of this
newsletter in your area is delayed and you would like a copy, please do call us.

Living Stream Ministry

What is THE

MINISTRY OF THE
NEW COVENANT?
In 2 Corinthians 4:1, Paul utters these simple, yet deeply significant words:
“Therefore having this ministry as we have been shown mercy, we do not 
lose heart.” This ministry concerning which Paul speaks here is the unique
ministry of the new covenant, the ministry initiated by the Lord Jesus
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“He therefore who bountifully supplies to you the Spirit . . . does He do it out of the works of the law or out of the hearing of faith?” Galatians 3:5
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Himself and then continued by His
apostles (Acts 1:17). The ministry 
of the new covenant, or of the New
Testament, is the unique ministry
common to all the apostles of
Christ. And in principle, if we are
faithful to the teaching and fellow-
ship of the apostles (2:42), it should
also be the unique ministry carried
out by all the believers in Christ
today. Although the apostles, as 
well as the believers, are many, the
ministry of the new covenant for
the carrying out of God’s New
Testament economy is uniquely 
one. It is the ministry of dispensing
Christ, imparting Christ, and
ministering Christ to others for the
building up of the Body of Christ.

How is such a ministry produced
and what are its essential charac-
teristics? If we read 2 Corinthians

from this angle, it will reveal itself
as a book of sufferings, consuming
pressures, and the experiencing of
the putting to death of Jesus that we
may know God as the God of
resurrection working Himself into
us and constituting within us the
genuine ministry of the New
Testament (1:5-9). To see this is to
realize that ministry differs from

THE MINISTRY OF THE NEW COVENANT
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mere gift, including spiritual gift.
A gift is a capacity, natural or super-
natural, to function in a particular
way. Ministry is a divine-human
constitution. It is the Triune God 
in Christ as the Spirit wrought into
our being through the experiences
of the cross, which bring us into 
the reality of resurrection life. We
can see this in chapter four, where
Paul speaks of this ministry in his
testimony in verses ten through
twelve. He speaks of experiencing
the putting to death of Jesus and
also the life of Jesus so that by
death operating in him, and all 
the other ministers of the new
covenant, life would operate in 
the believers for the building up 
of the Body of Christ.

This unique ministry, produced
through the cross and carried out
in resurrection, has two outstand-
ing characteristics according to
chapter three. First, it is the minis-
try of the Spirit (v. 8). Second, it is
the ministry of righteousness (v. 9).
The ministry of the Spirit equips
the believers to experience and
enjoy the indwelling Christ as the
life-giving Spirit (v. 6; 1 Cor. 15:45).
The ministry of righteousness is a
ministry that encourages the
believers to live out, express, and
magnify as righteousness the very
Christ (the image of God—Col.
1:15) who indwells them as the
Spirit. To come under the genuine
ministry of the new covenant is to
receive the supply of the Spirit and
to be motivated by that supply to
live a life of righteousness, a life
that is actually Christ living again
and expressing Himself for the
glory of God and the building up 
of the Body of Christ.
For further reading on this subject, please 
see An Autobiography of a Person in the Spirit,
by Witness Lee; Acts 1:17, note 1; 2 Cor. 3:9,
note 2; and 2 Cor. 4:1, note 2, in the New
Testament Recovery Version, published by
Living Stream Ministry.
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THROUGHOUT HIS
MINISTRY, Watchman

Nee demonstrated a prop-

er balance between know-

ing the objective truths in

the Bible and experienc-

ing the subjective realities

contained in the divine

revelation. Between 1925

and 1934, he released

numerous messages relat-

ed to these points. This

book illustrates the bal-

ance that is struck in our

Christian life when objec-

tive facts contained in the

Word become alive

through faith and opera-

tive in our experience.




