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THE WORK OF THE SPIRIT
UNTO THE MINGLING
OF DIVINITY WITH HUMANITY 

THE WORK OF THE SPIRIT 

 The crucial point of John 16 is the work of the Spirit. According to this chapter, the work of the Spirit is in three categories: to convict the world; to glorify the Son by revealing Him with the fullness of the Father to the believers; and to disclose what is to come. Johns writings are also of three categories: the Gospel, the Epistles, and the Revelation. His Gospel is mainly to preach the gospel and convict the world, his Epistles are mainly to reveal the Son with the fullness of the Father, and his Revelation is the book unveiling all the things to come in the future. 

TO CONVICT THE WORLD 

 In verse 8 the Lord said of the Spirit that He will convict the world concerning sin, and concerning righteousness, and concerning judgment. Each of these three itemssin, righteousness, and judgmentis related to a person. Besides God, the divine Person, there are in the universe three main persons: Adam, Christ, and Satan. Sin is related to Adam, righteousness to Christ, and judgment to Satan. 

 Sin is related to Adam, for it was through Adam that sin entered the human race (Rom. 5:12). We were born of sin in Adam. If you were born in Adam, you were born a sinner. 

 Righteousness is related to Christ because righteousness comes from Christ and even is the resurrected Christ Himself (John 16:10; 1 Cor. 1:30). Adam is sin, and Christ is righteousness. In Adam we are sinful and condemned; in Christ we are righteous and justified. In Adam we have inherited sin; in Christ we have righteousness imparted to us. It is unnecessary to consider how we should act or behave, because as long as we are in Adam we are sinful and as long as we are in Christ we are righteous. It is not a matter of conduct or behavior; it is a matter of where we are. In Christ we are righteous and in Adam we are sinful. In Adam we are condemned, but in Christ we are justified. The only way to be freed from sin is to believe in Christ, the Son of God (John 16:9). If we believe in Him, He is righteousness to us, and we are justified in Him (Rom. 3:24; 4:25). 

 Judgment is related to Satan. Judgment is for Satan. By believing in Christ we are translated out of Adam into Christ. However, if we do not believe in Christ but remain in Adam, we shall share the judgment upon Satan. Strictly speaking, Gods judgment is for Satan. God has no intention to see you or me or any human being suffer judgment. But if you remain in Adam, you will consequently be judged together with Satan, sharing the judgment of Satan. This means that you prefer to love Satan, staying in company with him and helping him to bear the terrible judgment. Do not sympathize with Satan nor have any pity on him. Do not remain in Adam to help Satan bear the judgment. If we do not repent of the sin in Adam and believe in Christ, the Son of God, we shall remain in sin and share the judgment of Satan for eternity (Matt. 25:41). 

 These are the main points of the gospel. The Spirit convicts the world with these points. We cannot stay away from the three persons of Adam, Christ, and Satan when we preach the gospel. Every time we preach the gospel we shall be in the circle of these three persons. All mankind was born in Adam, but everyone can be translated out of Adam into Christ. If you remain in Adam, however, you will share Satans judgment. 

CONCERNING SIN 

 The source of sin is the Devil. We see this in John 8:44 where the Lord says to the Pharisees, You are of your father the Devil, and it is your will to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning and does not stand in the truth, because truth is not in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks out of his own self; for he is a liar and the father of it. Since the Devil is the father of liars, he is the source of sin. The evil element of the Devil, working as sin by death and darkness in man, enslaves man to sin. His nature is a lie and brings in death and darkness. 

 We all were born of the Devil, the old serpent (John 8:44; Rev. 12:9). The Devil is the father of sinners. Because the Devil is the father of sinners, the children are the children of the Devil (1 John 3:10). The Devil is the old serpent (Rev. 12:9; 20:2), and the sinners are also the serpents, brood of vipers (Matt. 23:33; 3:7). 

 All sinners were born as children of the Devil with the poison of the serpent (John 3:14). The Devil is the serpent with the serpentine poison. All the sinners were born of the Devil with his poison. In our fallen nature there is the poison of the old serpent, the Devil. 

 All sinners were born in sin in Adam (John 9:34). Today people usually say that they were born in a certain country, but they must also realize that they were born in sin. As we were born in sin, so we were born sinners. It is unnecessary for us to commit sin to be a sinner because we were born sinners already. In fact, we have been sinners for six thousand years. Although, as a man, you might be only twenty-two years of age, as a sinner, you are six thousand years old. We all are very old because we were born sinners in Adam. There are no young sinners. Every sinner is very old, as old as Adam. 

 Because we all were born in sin in Adam, we were all born condemned (John 3:18). Before we were born, we were condemned in Adam. When Adam was condemned six thousand years ago, we were condemned in him. Since we were condemned before we were born, we were born in condemnation. 

 We all were born to die in sin (John 8:21). Human beings were not born to live; they were born to die. The longer a man lives, the sooner he will die. 

 In John 8:34 we see that we all are under the slavery of sin. This is not the result of our choice; it is a result of Adams fall. Adams fall has brought us under the slavery of sin. As we all were born of Adam, so we all are under the slavery of sin. 

 Since we are under the slavery of sin, what shall we do? Outside of Christ, there is no way of escape. Christ is our way, our only escape. The unique way to be freed from sin is to believe in the Son (John 8:24, 36; 3:15-17). This believing brings about a translation from Adam into Christ. This is wonderful. Within half a second, a sinner can be completely translated out of the sinful condition in Adam into Christ. 

 In verse 9 of John 16 the Lord said that the Spirit would convict the world concerning sin because they do not believe in Me. Here we see that the unique sin for perishing is not to believe in the Son (John 3:16). The sin here is the unwillingness to be translated from Adam into Christ. If people wish to remain in Adam, it means that they want to remain in the old realm and not move into the new realm, which is Christ. There is no need for you to commit sin in order to perish. If you simply do not believe in the Lord Jesus, you are already qualified for perishing. You do not need to rob a bank, deceive your husband, or lie to your parents. You may be a gentleman, but as long as you do not believe in the Lord Jesus, you are destined to perish. The unique way to escape from your sinful situation is to believe in the Lord, and the unique sin that qualifies you for perishing is not to believe in Him. Therefore, the key today is whether we believe or not. If we believe, we shall be translated out of Adam into Christ. But if we do not believe, we shall perish. 

CONCERNING RIGHTEOUSNESS 

 The Son has come and died to fulfill Gods righteous requirements (John 3:14). He came in the flesh and even died in the form of a serpent on the cross to fulfill Gods righteous requirements. 

 In verse 10 of John 16 the Lord said that the Spirit would convince the world concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father. This means that the Father has been fully satisfied with the Lords redemptive death on the cross and has accepted Him in His resurrection. The proof that the Father is satisfied with Christs redemption is that the Father resurrected Him from the dead and exalted Him to His right hand. The resurrection and ascension of Christ are the evidences proving that His redemption has satisfied God and has met all the demands and requirements of God. Therefore, He was released from death to be exalted to the heavens at the right hand of God. Now Gods righteousness is manifested in justifying those who believe in Christ (Rom. 3:26). If sinners will believe in Christ, God will justify them, for Christ Himself will become their righteousness. This is the second item concerning which the Spirit will convict the world. 

 Here I would ask you a question: are we justified by Christs death or by His resurrection? We are justified by His resurrection. This is proved by Romans 4:25 and 10:9. Romans 4:25 says, Who was delivered because of our offenses and was raised because of our justification, and 10:9 says, That if you confess with your mouth, Lord Jesus, and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from among the dead, you shall be saved. Do you believe that the Lord died for you, or do you believe that God has raised Him from the dead? Of course, you believe in both, but you may be surprised to know that not one word is written in the Scriptures declaring that we ought to believe that the Lord has died for us. Rather, we must believe that God has raised Him from the dead; for we may believe that the Lord has died and yet not believe that He was raised from the dead. If you believe that the Lord has been raised from the dead, this surely implies your faith in His death. Everybody believes that the Lord died, but revelation is needed to believe that the Lord has been resurrected. In Him, the resurrected One, we are accepted before God. Furthermore, as the resurrected One, He is also in us to live for us the life which can be justified by God and which is always acceptable to God. Therefore, Romans 4:25 says that He was raised because of our justification. Justification includes the fact that God has resurrected Christ, accepted Him, and that He has been satisfied with His redemptive death. 

 Now the Son as righteousness is given to the believers. The satisfying Son, the accepted Son, the Son who has satisfied the Father and has been accepted by Him, has been given to His believers as their righteousness. The Son Himself is now our righteousness. Since He Himself was to become our righteousness (1 Cor. 1:30), it was prophesied in Jeremiah 23:6 that He would be called the Lord our righteousness. 

 The believers are justified in the Son and with the Son as their righteousness. Since the Son has been given to the believers as their righteousness, they are justified in Him before God. It is only in the Son as our righteousness that we are justified by God. 

 The believers have been freed from the source of sin, the Devil. The Devil is the source of sin, and the Son in the flesh destroyed the Devil on the cross (Heb. 2:14). By believing in the Son we are freed from the source of sin. 

CONCERNING JUDGMENT 

 In verse 11 of John 16 the Lord said that the Spirit will convict the world concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has been judged. We have seen that judgment is related to the Devil. Satan, the Devil, is the author of sin, the origin of death, the father of all sinners, and the ruler of the world. As such, judgment has been prepared for him. We must recognize that judgment is not for man but for Satan. It is not Gods intention to judge man, because His judgment is for Satan. The lake of fire has been prepared as Gods judgment upon Satan; it was never intended for man. What verses prove that the lake of fire has been prepared for Satan? The book of Revelation does not clearly tell us this, but the book of Matthew does. In Matthew 25:41 the Lord said that the King will say to some people, Go from Me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the Devil and his angels. Was the everlasting fire prepared for human beings? No, it has been prepared for Satan, the Devil, and his angels, his followers. But if you refuse to come out of Adam into Christ, you will share the judgment that is for Satan, because you prefer to remain as one of his followers. 

 Satan, the ruler of the world, has been judged in the flesh of Christ on the cross (John 12:31-33; 3:14). On the cross, the Lord as the Son of Man was lifted up in the form of a serpent (John 3:14), that is, in the likeness of the flesh of sin (Rom 8:3). Satan, the ruler of this world, as the ancient serpent (Rev. 12:9; 20:2) has injected himself into mans flesh. Through His death on the cross in the likeness of the flesh of sin, the Lord has destroyed Satan who is in the flesh (Heb. 2:14). By judging Satan (John 16:11) in this way, the world which hung upon Satan was also judged. Hence, the Lords being lifted up judged the world and cast out its ruler, Satan. 

 We have seen that the lake of fire is not for human beings but for Satan. Any sinner who does not believe in the Son will remain with the Devil and bear his judgment. If you go along with Satan and remain one of his companions, you will be with him in the lake of fire. God loves the world and has no intention that any human being be cast into the lake of fire. That judgment is intended for the Devil. However, if anyone remains a companion of Satan, God has no choice but to allow him to suffer Satans judgment. 

 The three items of sin, righteousness, and judgment are a sketch of the gospel. The gospel is that we are sinners in Adam, but that we can be righteous and justified in Christ. If we are unwilling to be translated from Adam into Christ, we must be warned that we shall share the judgment with Satan. In other words, you were born in Adam, but Gods intention is to take you out of Adam and translate you into Christ. If you disagree with Gods intention, you must remain in Adam and share the judgment with Satan. Sin is of Adam, righteousness is of Christ, and judgment is for Satan. If you are willing to be translated from Adam into Christ, you will be saved, having nothing to do with the judgment. The work of the Holy Spirit involves these three items, and every time we preach the gospel we must tell people about them. This is the gospel whereby the Holy Spirit convinces sinners to repent and to believe in the Lord Jesus in order to be saved. 

 In 1933, I was asked to stay in Shanghai with Brother Nee and the leading co-workers. One day, in my reading of John 16 I saw that sin, righteousness, and judgment are related to the three persons of Adam, Christ, and Satan. Some time later the church in Shanghai had a gospel preaching meeting, and I was asked to give the message. I learned later that that invitation was a little test from Brother Nee to see where I would stand in the matter of gospel preaching. During that meeting I was burdened to give a message on the three items related to these three persons. As I looked around the meeting hall, I did not see Brother Nee. Quite a while later, I learned that he stood behind the meeting hall door listening to the message. As I preached I was very excited with these points, telling the people, As human beings you were born in Adam. Today your name is Adam. In Adam you have sinned and you have been condemned. But there is another personChrist. There is a way for you to get out of Adam and into Christ that you may be justified by God. If you believe in Christ, you will get into Him. You will be translated from the first person into the second. But if you do not believe in Christ, you will still remain in the first person, and eventually your destiny will be the destiny of the third person, Satan. Judgment has been prepared for Satan. Are you going to help him? Are you going to have pity on him? Are you going to help him suffer judgment for eternity? This was the message I gave shortly after I had seen the light on these matters in John 16. As I delivered that message, I myself was fully nourished. Some time later, Brother Nee had a talk with me about that message, saying, Witness, that message was really good. When I asked him what message, he said the message on Adam, Christ, and Satan. Then Brother Nee told me, Witness, hardly anyone has seen that in John 16:8-11 sin is related to Adam, righteousness to Christ, and judgment to Satan. This is the gospel. I hope that this will be preached wherever the churches go. 

THE REVELATION
IN JOHN 14 THROUGH 16 

 We need to review what is revealed in John 14 through 16. Chapter fourteen is on the mutual abode, chapter fifteen is on the organism, and chapter sixteen is a supplement to chapters fourteen and fifteen. In this supplementary chapter we have the work of the Spirit unto the mingling of divinity with humanity. This means that the work of the Spirit results in the mingling of divinity with humanity. In chapter fourteen this mingling eventually becomes the mutual abode (14:23). This mutual abode is an organism, the Body of Christ, with Christ growing in the divine life to express the Father. This is the organism revealed in chapter fifteen (vv. 1-5). Chapter sixteen tells us how the mingling of divinity with humanity can take place. It happens through the work of the Holy Spirit. Firstly, this work of the Spirit is to convict sinners that they might believe in Christ and be translated out of Adam into Christ. Secondly, it is to reveal Christ with the fullness of the Father to all of these translated believers that they might be edified, built up, with all the fullness of the Godhead in order to express the Triune God and to glorify the Son with the Father. Please remember these points: chapter fourteen is on the mutual abode, chapter fifteen on the organism, and chapter sixteen on the work of the Spirit to convict the world and to edify the saints with the fullness of the Godhead that the church might glorify the Son with the Father. 
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