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THE LAMB, THE DOVE, 
AND THE HOUSE OF GOD

In this booklet we shall see something from 
the last part of the first chapter of the Gospel of 
John (vv. 19-51). The main subject of this pas-
sage is Jesus as the Lamb of God, with the Holy 
Spirit as the dove, making the believers stones 
for the building of the house of God with the Son 
of Man. This subject is composed of five main 
points: the Lamb of God, the dove, the stones, 
the building of God’s house, and the Son of Man. 
The Lamb is for redemption; the dove is for life- 
imparting, transforming, and building; the stone 
is for material; the house is the building; and the 
very substance of God’s building is man. Firstly, 
man is redeemed by the Lamb, and then he is 
regenerated and transformed by the dove. Thus, 
man becomes a stone, and this stone is then 
builded by the dove. The dove is not only for rege-
nerating, but also for transforming and uniting, 
which eventually result in the building of God’s 
house. The essence, the substantial element, of the 
house of God is not divinity, but humanity. Divin-
ity is the dweller and humanity is the dwelling. 

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/43_John_1.htm#Joh1-19
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Since the house is the dwelling place and not the 
dweller, the dwelling is humanity and the dweller 
is divinity. This humanity, however, is not a nat-
ural or a created humanity; it is a regenerated, 
transformed, and uplifted humanity, a humanity 
that has been processed through creation, incar-
nation, crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension. 
The humanity which has passed through such a 
wonderful process becomes the very substance of 
God’s building. Such a humanity is God’s dwell-
ing place. In no other books is this matter so 
clearly revealed as in the writings of John, in his 
Gospel, Epistles, and Revelation. Thus, we must 
spend a great deal of time in John’s writings.

JESUS RECOMMENDED 
AS THE LAMB WITH THE DOVE

The Lamb Taking Sin Away from Man
When John saw Jesus coming, what did he 

say? He did not say, “Behold, Dr. Jesus Christ.” 
He said, “Behold, the Lamb of God” (1:29). If 
I had been John the Baptist, I would have said, 
“Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah.” How do 
you prefer to recommend Jesus—as the Lamb or 
as a strong lion? If you were to introduce Christ 
to me as a lion, I would f lee, for I am afraid of 
lions. Jesus, however, was recommended as a 

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/43_John_1.htm#Joh1-29
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Lamb. While the religionists were expecting a 
great leader, Jesus was recommended by John the 
Baptist as the little Lamb of God. Jesus did not 
come to be the great leader of a religious move-
ment; He came to be the little Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world. It is not a matter 
of a movement; it is a matter of redemption, of 
solving the problem of the sin of mankind. For 
our sin to be taken away we do not need a doc-
tor of theology or a religious leader—we need a 
little Lamb. We need Jesus as the Lamb of God 
to die for us and to shed His blood for our redemp-
tion. The situation today is the same as it was in 
the time of John the Baptist. Religion still awaits 
a great leader for a great movement. However, in 
God’s economy, Jesus is not such a leader. He is 
simply the Lamb of God. As you read this book-
let you need to say, “Lord Jesus, to me You are 
not a great leader. You are the Lamb of God who 
died on the cross for my sins. Thank You for Your 
death, Lord. Thank You for Your blood. Thank 
You for Your redemption. I don’t care for a great 
leader. I only care for this little Lamb who has 
accomplished redemption for me.” The religious 
concept is that a great leader will come, but the 
divine economy is that a Lamb died to redeem 
man from sin. Since the problem of sin requires 



4

a solution, the need of redemption is imperative. 
We need the Lamb of God to take away our sins.

The Dove Bringing God to Man
John not only recommended Christ as the 

Lamb of God, but also as the Lamb with the dove 
(1:32-33). The Lamb takes sin away from man, 
and the dove brings God as life to man. The Lamb 
is for redemption, to redeem fallen man back to 
God, and the dove is for life-giving, for anointing, 
to anoint man with what God is, to bring God into 
man and man into God, and for uniting the be-
lievers in God. Both are needed for man to parti-
cipate in God. The dove is the symbol of the Holy 
Spirit, whose work is to bring God and join God 
to man. The Lamb, on the negative side, solves the 
problem of man’s sin; the dove, on the positive 
side, brings God to man. The Lamb separates 
man from sin, and the dove joins God to man.

John recommended Jesus as the Lamb with a 
dove, not with an eagle. It seems that some Chris-
tians have an eagle instead of a dove. A dove is 
not large and wild. A dove is small and gentle. 
The dove here signifies the Holy Spirit and is for 
life-giving, regenerating, anointing, transform-
ing, uniting, and building. The dove is not for 
power but for life. A dove has no power; it is full 

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/43_John_1.htm#Joh1-32
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of life and insight. The Bible appreciates the 
dove’s eyes, for the most beautiful part of a dove 
is its eyes. In the Song of Songs, the Lord praises 
His seeker for her doves’ eyes (1:15). The dove is 
not a symbol of power, but of life. A dove is lovely, 
small, and full of life.

In John 12 we see that the Lord Jesus likens 
Himself to something even smaller than a dove— 
a grain of wheat (12:24). A grain of wheat is nei-
ther for outward appearance nor for power. A 
grain of wheat, which is full of life, is for the re-
production and propagation of life, for the mul-
tiplication in life. Thus, the Gospel of John is a 
book of life, not of power. The Lamb is not for 
power, but for redemption. If Jesus had come as 
a lion, no one could have put Him on the cross. 
However, He came as a little Lamb who was led 
to the slaughter and killed for our redemption 
(Isa. 53:7). What a difference between life and 
religion! Religion is for power, for movements, 
and for great leaders. Life needs a Lamb for 
redemp tion to remove all sinful things and a 
dove full of life to impart life, regenerate, anoint, 
transform, unite, and build. Then God will have 
a house, a Bethel. We all must see this.

I am concerned that some readers of this 
booklet may still hold the concept that we need 

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/22_SongofSongs_1.htm#Son1-15
https://text.recoveryversion.bible/43_John_12.htm#Joh12-1
https://text.recoveryversion.bible/43_John_12.htm#Joh12-24
https://text.recoveryversion.bible/23_Isaiah_53.htm#Isa53-7
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power to produce a great movement. God’s econ-
omy is not to send a powerful leader to start a 
movement. God’s economy is to send His Son to 
be the Lamb with His Spirit as the dove to accom-
plish redemption and to impart life to man. God’s 
economy is for one grain to fall into the ground 
and die that it might produce many grains which 
will be blended into one loaf, the Body, the 
church, to express Christ. In God’s economy it is 
not a question of a movement, power, or a great 
leader; it is a matter of the Lamb with the dove. 
Our need is redemption with life.

PRODUCING STONES 
FOR GOD’S BUILDING

The Followers of Jesus 
to Be Transformed into Stones

The Lamb with the dove attracted people to 
follow Him. When John the Baptist said, “Be-
hold, the Lamb of God,” two of his disciples were 
drawn to Him, and John was very happy about 
it. What were the names of these two disciples? 
The first was Andrew, and the second should be 
John, the writer of this Gospel, although he was 
humble, not mentioning himself by name. Once 
Andrew had been attracted, he found his brother 
Simon and led him to Jesus (1:41-42). When the 

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/43_John_1.htm#Joh1-41
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Lord looked upon Simon, He changed his name 
to Cephas, or Peter, which means a stone. The 
Lord referred to this word of His when He spoke 
to Peter in Matthew 16:18 about the building of 
the church. It must have been from this that Peter 
had obtained the concept of the living stones for 
the building of the spiritual house (1 Pet. 2:5), 
which is the church. The significance of a stone 
is that it denotes a work of transformation to 
bring forth material for God’s building (1 Cor. 
3:12).

In one chapter we have a Lamb, a dove, and 
the stone, all of which are figures. What is the 
meaning of these figures? The meaning is that the 
Lamb plus the dove produces stones. Redemp-
tion plus regeneration and transformation pro-
duces stones. We should not try to understand 
the Gospel of John merely according to the black 
and white letters. We must probe into the real 
significance of the allegories. What is a lamb? 
According to Exodus 12, the Passover lamb was 
slain for the people’s sins and eaten for their 
satisfaction. What is a dove? From the Old Tes-
tament we have seen that a dove is a creature full 
of the beauty of life. Thus, it represents the third 
Person of the Godhead reaching humanity and 
imparting life to man. This dove which descends 

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/40_Matthew_16.htm#Mat16-18
https://text.recoveryversion.bible/60_1Peter_2.htm#FPe2-5
https://text.recoveryversion.bible/46_1Corinthians_3.htm#FCo3-12
https://text.recoveryversion.bible/46_1Corinthians_3.htm#FCo3-12
https://text.recoveryversion.bible/02_Exodus_12.htm#Exo12-1
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upon man matches redemption and is for the pro-
ducing of stones. It is not for producing preach-
ers, ministers, or doctors of theology; it produces 
stones. As we shall see, these stones are for the 
building of Bethel, the house of God.

Although Andrew found the Lord before 
Peter did, Jesus did not change Andrew’s name. 
What is the reason for this? If you and I had been 
the Lord Jesus, we probably would have changed 
Andrew’s name to stone and John’s to diamond. 
However, the Lord Jesus was unhurried and 
moved gradually, changing Simon’s name, not 
Andrew’s. If I had been Andrew, I would have 
said, “Lord, why didn’t You change my name? It’s 
not fair. I came to You first. Why do You give 
Simon a new name and not me? Lord, You have 
to give me a new name too.” But the Lord did 
not change Andrew’s name. This indicates that 
everything depends on Him. The Lord will never 
act in a rush.

Philip was the next one to be attracted to the 
Lord Jesus. However, the Lord did not do any-
thing with Philip. Then Philip found Nathanael 
and said, “We have found Him of Whom Moses 
in the law and prophets wrote, Jesus, the son of 
Joseph, from Nazareth” (v. 45). This information 
was inaccurate. Jesus was not born of Joseph, but 

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/43_John_1.htm#Joh1-45
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of Mary (Matt. 1:16), and was not born in Naza-
reth, but in Bethlehem (Luke 2:4-7). When Na-
thanael said, “Can anything good come out of 
Nazareth?”, Philip said, “Come and see” (John 
1:46). Philip was right not to argue with Nathan-
ael. He realized that he was lacking in under-
standing, so he simply said to Nathanael, “Come 
and see.” We all have a lesson to learn from these 
words. Many of us may be young Philips, who, 
after seeing something of the Lord, have gone 
out and spoken to others in an improper way, 
giving them wrong information. Thus, we should 
not argue with people, but simply tell them to 
come and see. Nathanael came. Although the 
Lord did not do anything with Philip, He did 
something with Nathanael, speaking to him of 
Jacob’s dream (1:51).

Why did the Lord do something with Simon 
and Nathanael, but not with Andrew and Philip? 
There is a principle here and the principle is this: 
the Lord does not deal with the first, but always 
with the second. The first is of the old creation. 
During the Passover in Egypt all the firstborn 
were killed. Do not be the first, for if you desire 
to be the first, you are finished with the Lord. 
Although it may be good to be the first in school, 
it is not good in the church. Never try to be the 

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/40_Matthew_1.htm#Mat1-16
https://text.recoveryversion.bible/42_Luke_2.htm#Luk2-4
https://text.recoveryversion.bible/43_John_1.htm#Joh1-46
https://text.recoveryversion.bible/43_John_1.htm#Joh1-46
https://text.recoveryversion.bible/43_John_1.htm#Joh1-51
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first with the Lord Jesus. Learn to be the sec-
ond. If you attempt to be the first, you will miss 
the mark. Everyone likes to be first. However, if 
you are willing to be second, the Lord will do 
something to you. Simon was second, and the 
Lord revealed to him the matter of being a 
stone. Nathanael also was second, and the Lord 
unveiled to him the house of God.

For the Building of the House of God
“And He said to him, Truly, truly, I say to 

you, you shall see heaven opened and the angels 
of God ascending and descending on the Son of 
Man” (1:51). The ancient Jews knew that this was 
a reference to Jacob’s dream (Gen. 28:10-22). 
When Jacob was f leeing from his brother, he 
slept one night in the open air, using a stone for 
a pillow. He dreamed that he saw heaven opened 
and a ladder set up on the earth which reached 
to heaven and on which angels were ascending 
and descending. When Jacob awoke from his 
sleep, he said, “How dreadful is this place! this is 
none other but the house of God, and this is the 
gate of heaven” (Gen. 28:17). He then poured oil 
upon the stone which he had used for a pillow 
and called the name of it Bethel. The Lord’s word 
to Nathanael was the fulfillment of Jacob’s dream. 

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/43_John_1.htm#Joh1-51
https://text.recoveryversion.bible/01_Genesis_28.htm#Gen28-10
https://text.recoveryversion.bible/01_Genesis_28.htm#Gen28-17
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Christ, as the Son of Man with His humanity, is 
the ladder which is set up on the earth and leads 
to heaven, keeping heaven open to earth and 
joining earth to heaven for the house of God. 
Jacob poured oil (the symbol of the Holy Spirit, 
the last Person of the Triune God to reach man) 
upon the stone (symbol of the transformed man) 
that it might be the house of God. Here in John 1 
are the Spirit (v. 32) and the stone (v. 42) for the 
house of God with Christ and His humanity. 
Where these are, there is an open heaven. Thus 
Christ, as a man, is the ladder that opens the heav-
ens and joins earth to heaven and brings heaven 
to earth. Wherever Christ is in His humanity, 
there is the gate of heaven, there is Bethel, the 
building of God’s house with all the stones, that 
is, with all the transformed persons.

As the introduction to the Gospel of John, 
John 1 introduces Christ as both the Son of God 
(vv. 34, 49) and the Son of Man (v. 51). Nathan-
ael recognized Him as the Son of God and 
addressed Him as such (v. 49), but Christ said 
to Nathanael that He was the Son of Man (v. 51). 
The Son of God is God with the divine nature—
divinity. The Son of Man is man with a human 
nature—humanity. For declaring God (v. 18) and 
for bringing God to man and man to God, He 

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/43_John_1.htm#Joh1-1
https://text.recoveryversion.bible/43_John_1.htm#Joh1-32
https://text.recoveryversion.bible/43_John_1.htm#Joh1-42
https://text.recoveryversion.bible/43_John_1.htm#Joh1-1
https://text.recoveryversion.bible/43_John_1.htm#Joh1-34
https://text.recoveryversion.bible/43_John_1.htm#Joh1-49
https://text.recoveryversion.bible/43_John_1.htm#Joh1-51
https://text.recoveryversion.bible/43_John_1.htm#Joh1-49
https://text.recoveryversion.bible/43_John_1.htm#Joh1-51
https://text.recoveryversion.bible/43_John_1.htm#Joh1-18
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is the only begotten Son of God. But for build-
ing God’s habitation on the earth among man, 
He is the Son of Man. God’s building needs His 
humanity. In eternity past Christ had only divin-
ity, but in eternity future Christ will have both 
divinity and humanity forever.

There are three distinct sections in John 1. 
The first section, composed of the first thirteen 
verses, ends with the children of God. The sec-
ond section, composed of verses 14 through 18, 
ends with the only begotten Son of God. The 
third section, composed of the last thirty-three 
verses, ends with the Son of Man. The children 
of God are the expansion and enlargement of 
God for His corporate expression. The only be-
gotten Son of God is God’s declaration, making 
Him known to all the people who enjoy God’s 
fullness as grace and reality. The Son of Man is 
for the building of God’s house. Thus, the chil-
dren of God are many and are the expression of 
God, expressing Him in a corporate way. The 
only begotten Son of God is unique and is for 
the declaration of God, making Him known to 
all who enjoy Him as grace and reality. The Son 
of Man is for the building of the house of God. 
For God’s corporate expression there is the need 
of the many children of God, for God’s declaration 

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/43_John_1.htm#Joh1-1
https://text.recoveryversion.bible/43_John_1.htm#Joh1-14
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there is the need of the unique, only begotten 
Son of God, and for the house of God there is 
the need of the Son of Man.

John 1 starts with the Word and ends with 
Bethel, the house of God. There is a long way 
between verse 1 and verse 51. Along the way we 
find many items: God, creation, life, light, the f lesh, 
the tabernacle, grace, reality, the declaration of 
God, the Lamb, the dove, the stone, the ladder, 
the humanity of Jesus, and eventually the house 
of God. This is life and building. In this one 
chapter, we can see the beginning, the Word, 
God, creation, life, light, the many children of 
God brought forth in life, the flesh, the taberna-
cle, grace, reality, the full declaration of God, the 
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, 
and the dove which regenerates, anoints, trans-
forms, unites, and builds; we can see a stone, a 
ladder, an open heaven, and the house of God. 
We are a part of this house of God. Hallelujah!

The Gospel of John is marvelous and profound. 
In this Gospel we do not have a great religious 
leader; we have a little Lamb with an even smaller 
dove. The Lamb and the dove make us stones for 
God’s building. We are not doctors of theology, 
but stones for the building. We are not a religious 
organization, but Bethel, the house of God.

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/43_John_1.htm#Joh1-1
https://text.recoveryversion.bible/43_John_1.htm#Joh1-1
https://text.recoveryversion.bible/43_John_1.htm#Joh1-51
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After Jesus was introduced as the Lamb with 
the dove, people began to follow Him. The Lamb 
with the dove is crucial in fulfilling God’s pur-
pose. There was a problem between God and 
man, the problem of sin. Man also had a short-
age, a shortage of life. God’s intention for man is 
that he have life. However, sin was present and 
life was absent. Thus, the Lamb came to take-
away sin. Although the Lamb has removed sin 
and has solved the problem of sin, what about 
life? The dove has come to impart life. Halle-
lujah, sin has been removed and life has been 
imparted! Sin is gone and life has come.

This is redemption plus anointing. Redemp-
tion removes our sin, and anointing brings in the 
life and the life supply. Since we have redemp-
tion and are under the Spirit’s anointing, we have 
no problem with sin and no shortage of life. As 
a result of the removing of sin and the imparting 
of life, we are in the process of transformation. 
Transformation is the work of the anointing 
Spirit. After regenerating us, the Spirit works 
within us to transform us into stones. We are not 
stones by our natural birth, but we are clay. Hav-
ing been reborn, we are under the process of 
transformation, for the regenerating Spirit (John 
3:6) is now the transforming Spirit (2 Cor. 3:18).

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/43_John_3.htm#Joh3-6
https://text.recoveryversion.bible/43_John_3.htm#Joh3-6
https://text.recoveryversion.bible/47_2Corinthians_3.htm#SCo3-18
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The stones into which we are being trans-
formed are for the building of the house of God. 
Few Christians have seen the building of the house 
of God that is revealed in John 1. Although many 
Christian teachers have pointed out the matter of 
life in this chapter, nearly all of them have missed 
the goal. The building is the goal. Life is not the 
goal; it is the procedure by which God obtains 
the building. Thus, life is for the building and it 
maintains the building, but life is not the goal. 
The building of the house of God is God’s goal.

The Lord had this goal in mind as men began 
to be attracted to Him and to follow Him. Accord-
ing to John 1, a large crowd did not follow the 
Lord. Only five disciples followed Him. Perhaps 
John the Baptist was disappointed at this. He 
had declared, “Behold, the Lamb of God,” and, 
as a result of this declaration, only two disciples 
followed the Lord Jesus. Acts 1 tells us that at the 
end of three and a half years of ministry the 
Lord had gained only one hundred twenty peo-
ple. The Lord is not seeking a movement. In 
a movement there is mushrooming growth, for 
movements grow and increase overnight. How-
ever, the Lord’s way is not that of mushrooming 
growth, but of a seed that is sown into the ground 
and that needs time to grow. Thus, John 1 does 

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/43_John_1.htm#Joh1-1
https://text.recoveryversion.bible/43_John_1.htm#Joh1-1
https://text.recoveryversion.bible/44_Acts_1.htm#Act1-1
https://text.recoveryversion.bible/43_John_1.htm#Joh1-1


16

not give us the record of a great movement, but 
of the narrow way of life. Only two followed Him 
at the beginning. Then came Simon, Philip, and 
Nathanael. Although the number was small, there 
was a stone and there was also the house of God. 
Therefore, it is not a question of the number of 
people following Jesus; it is a matter of stones for 
the building. As long as there are stones, there 
is  the possibility that the house of God can be 
built. God is not concerned about the number of 
people. He is interested in the stones and the 
building. This is God’s need today. God wants 
people who will be transformed into stones for 
the building of His house.

The Lord spoke to Nathanael about Jacob’s 
dream. Where is the house of God of which 
Jacob dreamed? When this dream was revealed 
to Jacob, he was homeless and a wanderer. When 
man is homeless, God also is homeless. At the 
time Jacob needed a house, God also needed a 
house. Therefore, God gave Jacob this revelation 
by means of a dream. The house of God can only 
be realized when there is a stone upon which 
oil is poured. We have already pointed out that 
the stone represents the regenerated and trans-
formed people of God and that the oil represents 
the coming of God as Spirit into man. When God 
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is finally joined to a transformed people, then 
God has a house. This was accomplished by 
Christ’s becoming the Lamb with the dove to 
redeem us from our sins and to join us to God. 
By this accomplishment, we can all become 
transformed stones for the house of God. The 
Son of Man as the heavenly ladder can then join 
earth to heaven and mingle God with man. At 
this point, we can realize that God’s ultimate 
intention is to have a house built up with regen-
erated and transformed persons who are joined 
to God in the Son of Man by the Holy Spirit. 
This is a picture of the New Jerusalem, which is 
the building of living stones with the glory of 
God. The ultimate consummation of God’s work 
in the eternal future will simply be the actual 
existence of this habitation of God.

We must abandon all other concepts and take 
the divine concept which is Christ as the Lamb 
with the dove, the Redeemer with the Spirit. 
Christ is the Redeemer with the Spirit as the 
regenerating, transforming, and uniting power. 
The Spirit of Christ will regenerate, transform, 
and unite us to God and to one another. We must 
forget the religious concepts of trying to do good 
to please God and of attempting to do things 
for God. We must see that God’s intention is to 
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regenerate us and to transform us into stones—
i.e., to change us from Simon to Cephas. All 
who  have been attracted to the Lamb of God 
with  the dove will be transformed into stones 
for the house of God. We must have the vision 
that all we need is to be transformed and built 
together as the very house that God desires. God 
is seeking this and will accomplish it by His 
Son, who became the Son of Man as the heav-
enly ladder joining earth to heaven. The ultimate 
issue will be that God is mingled with man so 
that God and man become a mutual habitation. 
Man will become His dwelling, and He will be-
come man’s dwelling—this is the eternal dwell-
ing of God according to His eternal plan.
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