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THE IMMEASURABLE CHRIST

John 3:31-36 bothers many translators of the
Bible. They do not know where to place these
verses. One version even puts them in another
place. Some translators have argued whether
these words were spoken by John the Baptist,
by the Lord Jesus, or by John, the writer of the
Gospel. Several suppositions have been made.
But, by the Lord’s mercy, we have come to see
that these verses should be where they are, be-
cause they continue what has transpired up to
verse 30.

Verse 30 says that Christ must increase and
that we all must decrease. Why? Because Christ
is unlimited and all-inclusive. These verses re-
veal an unlimited Christ. He was the little Jesus
who was born in a manger and raised in Naza-
reth in the house of a poor carpenter. He had
no outward beauty or attractiveness and He was

very limited. Nevertheless, He is all-inclusive,
immeasurable. He is higher than the heavens
and broader than the universe. He is every-
thing, and everything is for Him. Let us read
these verses and see what they unfold of the
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immeasurable Christ. “He Who comes from
above is above all; he who is of the earth is of the
earth and speaks of the earth. He Who comes
from heaven is above all. What He has seen and
heard, of this He testifies, and no one receives
His testimony. He who receives His testimony has
sealed that God is true. For He Whom God
has sent speaks the words of God, for He gives
the Spirit not by measure. The Father loves the
Son, and has given all into His hand. He who be-
lieves in the Son has eternal life; but he who
disobeys the Son shall not see life, but the wrath
of God abides on him.” These verses reveal that
the Christ in whom we believe is unlimited and
immeasurable.

COMING FROM ABOVE

Christ by then was a person on earth physi-
cally. But He was One coming from above. He
was on earth, but His source was above. So, He is
above all.

COMING FROM HEAVEN

As Christ is a person from above, so He is
also from heaven. Heaven is above earth. He was
on earth, yet His source was heaven.
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BEING ABOVE ALL

Christ is above all. In this portion of the Word,
the word “all” does not mainly mean all things
or matters, but all people. Christ is above all
people, especially John the Baptist. At that time,
John was in a position of rivalry with the Lord

y

Jesus. Both Jesus and John accepted disciples.

y

In the eyes of John's disciples, John was on the
same level as the Lord Jesus. But that was not
right. Therefore, verse 31 tells us that Christ is
the One who is above all. He is above you, me,
and everyone else.

BEING FROM HEAVEN
YET STILL IN HEAVEN

Christ was from heaven; yet while He was
on earth He was still in heaven (3:13). He is uni-
versal; He is immeasurable.

MINISTERING THE WORDS OF GOD
AND DISPENSING THE SPIRIT
WITHOUT MEASURE

Verse 34 says, “For He Whom God has sent
speaks the words of God, for He gives the Spirit
not by measure.” In this verse we see two things:
the Lord Jesus ministers the words of God to
His people, and He gives the Spirit to God’s
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people without measure. Some versions ren-
der this verse incorrectly, saying that God the
Father gives the Spirit to the Son without meas-
ure. However, if you study the best manuscripts,
you will see that it means that the Son gives
the Spirit without measure to God's people. The
Lord Jesus ministers the living Word and the
immeasurable Spirit.

We need just two things—the living Word
and the immeasurable Spirit. Today, as the Head
of the church, Christ is still ministering these
two things. I believe that He has especially bur-
dened us with the ministry of the living Word.
Although we speak the Word, it is not we who
minister the Word. We speak, but He ministers.
He ministers His rich Word in our speaking. He
is the divine speaker and the divine dispenser.
He ministers the rich Word and dispenses the
living Spirit without measure. He is the One
who ministers the living Word to nourish all of
His members. He is the One who dispenses the
Spirit into all His members in order that they
might function in a full way. No one else can do
this. He is the all-inclusive Spirit and the all-
inclusive Christ. He is unlimited.

In these last days the Lord is going to vin-
dicate His way by means of the rich Word and
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the living Spirit. Where is the Lord? He is wher-
ever there is the rich Word and the living Spirit.
Nothing else can be considered as signs of the
Lord’s presence. If we meet without the riches
of the Word and without the livingness of the
Spirit and yet claim to meet in the name of
the Lord, our claim is meaningless. It is vanity.
There is no confirmation, no reality, to back up
what we say. There is no need for us to claim
that we are the church. As long as we have the
rich Word and the living Spirit, that is the vin-
dication that we are the church. Where the Lord
Jesus is, there you will find the rich Word and
the living Spirit.

People often talk and argue about the church.
Eventually, most of the people who talk and
argue about the church are afraid to say any-
thing about it. These just shut their mouths
and become unwilling to even use the term
church. They say, “Don't talk about the church.
The church is a troublesome thing.” It is dif-
ficult for people to say what is right or wrong
as far as the church is concerned. What is the
church? The church is Christ increasing and
all the leaders decreasing (v. 30). Whenever
you see that the leaders are increasing and
that Christ is imprisoned that is not the church.
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The church is something in which Christ is
continually increasing and the leadership de-
creasing.

The church is the Body of Christ. We know
that the ointment of the high priest was poured
upon his body and flowed down to his skirt (Psa.
133:2), indicating that the rich, living Spirit is
not a matter of gift or miracles, but a matter of
the anointing in life (Psa. 133:3). In the church,
Christ, as the all-inclusive Head, gives the Spirit
of life without measure. I like to hear the saints
praying freely. But what would happen if the
Head withheld the anointing and we still tried
to pray? If He recalled the anointing, although
we might try our best to pray, we would be unable
to pray in a living way. This anointing comes
from the all-inclusive Head. As long as we have
the anointing, we are the Body. The ointment
was poured out upon Aarons garments, mean-
ing that it was poured upon the Body of Christ.
If we have to arrange ahead of time for people
to pray in a certain meeting, that is an organi-
zation, not the Body. An organization does not
need the anointing, the immeasurable Spirit. A
meeting which is filled with prayer from be-
ginning to end is a proof of the presence of the
Head, proving that the whole Body is under
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the anointing of His immeasurable Spirit. There
would be no need for someone to ask us to
pray for two and a half hours, for that would
be our doing, not the doing of the Head. Where
is the church? Who are the church? What is
the church? Where the Spirit is, there is the
church.

Another sign of the church is the Word. If
you read the book of Acts, you will see that in
the early days of the church there were the Spirit
and the Word. But it was not the Word in black
and white letters. In Acts the church had the
living Word, the Word full of life, light, anoint-
ing, and watering. The church has the living and
instant Word, the Word that the Lord speaks
today. Where there is the living Word, there is
the church.

As the days go by, I believe that the Word
will open to us more and more. We do not
need the outward things, because the presence
of the Lord is in the church. His living Spirit

and His living Word are in the church. This
proves where the church is and it also testifies
that the Head of the church is the unlimited
Christ.

It is blasphemy to keep a following under our
control. All the following must go to Him. The
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more we let go of our following, the more the
Bible will be open to us, and the more the anoint-
ing will be on the Body. Brothers and sisters, now
is the time that the Lord is going to vindicate
His way on the earth, not only in this country,
but throughout the world. His Divine Word will
be open to His Body more than ever before. And

the anointing of the Spirit will be intensified
sevenfold (Rev. 1:4). The all-inclusive Christ, the
living Word, and the intensified Spirit will vin-
dicate the way of the church. Otherwise, it is dif-
ficult for people to know who, where, and what
is the church.

Hallelujah, we are regenerated people! We
have been regenerated for His increase. His in-
crease is for the all-inclusive Christ. John chap-
ter three has three main points: regeneration, the
increase, which is the Bride of Christ, and the

all-inclusive Christ.

LOVED OF THE FATHER

The Father loves the Son (3:35). The Son is
the object of the Father’s love. In love, the Father
has made the Son to be above all and to be all

in all. The Son’s all-inclusiveness is a matter of
the Father’s love.
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ALL GIVEN
BY THE FATHER
TO THE SON

Verse 35 also says that the Father has given
all into His hand. Again the “all” here does not
mainly mean all things or all matters, but all
people. The Father has given all people to the
Son. The Father never gave anyone to John the
Baptist. He has given all His chosen people to
His Son. None of the chosen people of God
belong to John the Baptist or to any Christian
worker. John and all the Christian workers
should not accept any of the people of God.
God the Father has given all His elect to the
Son. Everyone must go to Him. He is above
all, and over all. All have been given to Him. All
must be under His hand.

BELIEVING IN
THIS CHRIST
TO HAVE ETERNAL LIFE

Verse 36 says, "He who believes in the Son
has eternal life” In John 3 we see both the Per-
son and work of Christ. All that He is and all
that He does is for us to be saved and regener-

ated that we might be His Bride as His increase.
Oh, He is such a wonderful One and He has
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accomplished such a marvelous work! There-
fore, we must believe in Him. By believing in
Him we receive the forgiveness of God and have
the divine life, which is the eternal life. By be-
lieving in such a One, we receive God’s for-
giveness, the release from God’s condemnation
through His redemption, and eternal life, the
uncreated life of God, through the Spirit’s regen-
eration. Thus, we are born of God and are deliv-
ered from the evil power of Satan and translated
into the kingdom of God. Otherwise, we shall
remain poisoned by Satan and continue under
the condemnation of God which will eventually
bring His wrath to us. Formerly, we were ser-
pents poisoned by Satan, the enemy of God, and
condemned already under the judgment of God.
But now, thank the Lord, by His death and res-
urrection, we have been saved and regenerated
to be parts of His Bride. Therefore, we are His
increase, His reproduction, which is His Bride,
His counterpart.

If anyone disobeys this Christ, he will remain
under the wrath of God unto perdition. But we
are not the disobeying ones, but the believing
ones. We shall never perish. We have been saved
from God's condemnation and from Satan’s ser-
pentine nature and we have been regenerated
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with God’s eternal life to be the Bride of the all-
inclusive Christ as His universal increase.
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