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ONENESS IN THE TRIUNE GOD

In the profound prayer of the Lord in John 17
the factors of the genuine oneness of the believ-
ers are revealed. The first factor is being in the
Father’s name by the eternal life, and the second
is being in the Triune God through sanctifica-
tion by the holy word (vv. 14-21). The holy word
is the sanctifying word. The second stage, or the
second ground, of oneness is separation from
the world by the word. Although we all have been
born of the same Father and into the same fam-
ily, it is regrettable that many of the brothers and
sisters are not home, but have been attracted to
worldly things such as surfing, movies, sports,
and even gambling. If we have been attracted by
such worldly things, although we are all chil-
dren of the Father and have the same life, it will
be difficult for us to keep the genuine oneness
because we are still in the world and are unsanc-
tified. After we have been born again as the chil-
dren of God, we must be separated from the
world by the holy word of the Lord. The word
of the Lord has the sanctifying power to sepa-
rate us from the world. Once we have been
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separated from the world by the holy word, we
shall be centralized to realize genuine oneness.

TWO KINDS OF WORDS

In verse 14 the Lord said, “I have given them
Your word.” The Lord has given the believers
two kinds of words: the logos, the constant word
(vv. 14, 17), and the rhema, the instant word
(v. 8). Both kinds of words are holy, having the
sanctifying power to separate the believers from
the world. The more we take either the Lord’s
constant word or instant word into us, the more
we are sanctified. The more we are nourished,
saturated, and permeated with the Lord’s con-
stant or instant word, the holier we become.
And the more holiness we partake of, the more
we are in the genuine oneness.

THE WORLD

First John 5:19 says that the whole world lies
in the evil one (Gk.). The evil one is the Devil,
and the world is an evil system arranged sys-
tematically and ruled by the Devil, Satan (John
12:31). Satan has systematized all the things on
earth, especially those related to mankind, and
the things in the air into his kingdom of dark-
ness to possess people, to distract them from the
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enjoyment of God, and to frustrate them from
fulfilling God’s purpose. Every aspect of the
world, regardless of what it is, belongs to this
satanic system. Since the whole world lies in the
evil one, the believers must be kept from the evil
one (John 17:15), and they need to pray to be
delivered from the evil one (Matt. 6:13).

THE BELIEVERS WITH THE WORLD

The believers are not of the world (John
17:14, 16) but are separated from the world (v. 19).
They have not been taken out of the world
(v. 15) but have been sent into the world for the
Lord’s commission (v. 18). Verse 18 says, “As You
have sent Me into the world, I also have sent
them into the world.” The Father sent the Son
into the world with Himself as life and every-
thing to the Son. In the same way, the Son sends
His believers into the world with Himself as their
life and their everything. The Son sends us, the
believers, in the same way as the Father sent Him.
When I came to this country, I had the deep sense
within that the Lord had sent me, and I could
say to Him, “Lord, You sent me to this country.
Since You have sent me, You must come with me.
Lord, if you won't go, I won't go either.” This is
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the way the Lord sends us into the world for His
testimony.

THE WORDS BEING THE TRUTH

In verse 17 the Lord prayed, “Sanctify them
in the truth; Your word is truth.” The Father’s
word carries with it the Father’s reality. When
the word says, “God is light,” it conveys God as
light. Hence, it is the reality, the truth, unlike
Satan's word, which is vanity, a lie (8:44). The

word, being the truth, works as reality in the
believers to sanctify them.

God’s living word works in the believers to
separate them from anything worldly, separat-
ing them from the world and its occupation
unto God and His purpose, not only positionally
(Matt. 23:17, 19) but also dispositionally (Rom.
6:19, 22). This is what it means to be sanctified
by the Lord’s word as the truth, the reality. This
sanctification not only changes our position but
also our disposition, our inward being. In the
Bible, sanctification has these two aspects—the
positional aspect and the dispositional aspect.
In Matthew 23:17 we see that the gold is sanc-
tified by being put into the temple. When the
gold is in the market place, it is common, unholy,
but when it is put into the temple, its position is
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changed and it is immediately sanctified, be-
coming the holy gold in the holy temple. But this
kind of sanctification does not affect the nature
or element of the gold; it merely changes the
gold’s position. Hence, the gold is sanctified po-
sitionally. Some Christians only see this much
regarding sanctification; they do not see the
matter of dispositional sanctification. First Thes-
salonians 5:23 says, “And the God of peace Him-
self sanctify you wholly, and may your spirit and
soul and body be preserved complete, without
blame, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
Here we are told that our spirit, soul, and body
are to be sanctified. This does not refer to posi-
tional sanctification but to dispositional sancti-
fication. The sanctification mentioned in John 17
implies both aspects, for in order to maintain
the proper oneness we must be sanctified both
positionally and dispositionally.

THE SON SANCTIFYING HIMSELF

Verse 19 says, "And for their sakes I sanctify
Myself, that they also may be sanctified in truth.”
Although the Son is absolutely holy in Himself,
He still sanctified Himself in His way of living
while He was on earth in order to set an example
of sanctification for His disciples. Consider the
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way He contacted the Samaritan woman (4:5-7).
The Lord did not meet her at night in a private
home but during the day in the open air. As far
as the Lord Himself was concerned, He could
have met with the Samaritan woman, who was
an immoral person, at any place and at any time.
But as a man a little over thirty years of age, it
would not have been a good example for His
disciples if He had contacted her privately in her
home at night. If He had done that, the disciples
might have been confused. But, in order to set
a good example for His disciples, He behaved in
a sanctified way. This one example was a great
help to His disciples in the future. It is not right
for any young preacher to contact a woman pri-
vately at night because there is too much temp-
tation there. To do such a thing is not holy; it is
worldly. Look at the example of the Lord Jesus:
He talked with Nicodemus, an elderly gentle-
man, late at night in a private home (3:1-2), but

He talked with the immoral Samaritan woman
during the daytime in the open air. In doing this
the Lord sanctified Himself and set an example
for His disciples to follow.

ONE IN THE TRIUNE GOD
Verse 21 of John 17 says, “That they all may
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be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in
You, that they also may be in Us, that the world
may believe that You have sent Me.” The word
“Us” in this verse refers to the Triune God. All
the believers are one in the Triune God. In order
to be one in the Triune God, we must be sancti-
fied by the holy word. After we have been sanc-

tified, separated from the world by the holy word,
we shall enjoy the Triune God and be one in Him.
In order to be in the Triune God we must firstly
be separated from the beach, the movie theater,
the football stadium, the gambling house, and
from all other worldly places, and be separated
unto the Triune God. Many Christians have not
yet been separated to God. Since they still remain
in the worldly places, how can they be one? Al-
though you are a brother in life, where are you?
You must be sanctified from all worldly amuse-
ments to God. In the Triune God, that is, in the
Father through the Son as the Spirit, we shall be
one.

The oneness in the Triune God through sanc-
tification by the holy word is the second aspect
of the believers oneness. In this aspect of one-
ness, the believers who have been separated from
the world unto God enjoy the Triune God as the
factor of their oneness. In order to maintain this
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oneness, we must firstly take care of the real-
ity of the divine life and then of the sanctifica-
tion of the holy word. The holy word separates
us from the world and restores us to the Father
and to the Father’s home. Although many of the
brothers have been distracted by the world dur-
ing the past years, we thank the Lord that a
good number of them have been recovered to
the church life through the holy word. Both the
divine life and the holy word are necessary for

having the genuine oneness which results in the
true building up of the church.
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