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LOVING AND SEEKING
THE RESURRECTED CHRIST

Although the Lord’s resurrection had been
accomplished, the discovery of it required the
seeking of His disciples. The discovery of His
resurrection was made by the loving seekers of
the Lord Jesus. John chapter twenty shows the
kind of person who will realize the Lord’s resur-
rection, the kind of person to whom the vision
of His resurrection can be disclosed. How can
we have the revelation of the Lord’s resurrection?
There is such a wonderful and mysterious fact
as the Lord’s resurrection accomplished in this
universe. But how can we know it? How can it
be revealed to us? How can we have this vision?
Only by loving the Lord and seeking Him. The
fact of the Lord’s resurrection has been accom-
plished, but it must be discovered and seen. Be-
fore Mary the Magdalene came to the tomb, the
resurrection in life had in fact been accom-
plished. But Mary had to discover it by loving
and seeking the Lord. This lays down a principle.
Today the resurrection of Christ is an accom-

plished fact, yet so many people have not seen it.
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They have never come to the point where they
have discovered it. Have you received the revela-
tion or vision that the Lord has been resurrected?
I know you have the knowledge, the doctrine,
and the story of His resurrection, but have you
discovered the fact of it in the spirit? If we would
make such a discovery, we must first love the
Lord and seek Him.

Why is it that when you come to a meeting
you have nothing to minister or to testify about?
It is simply because you have not made the discov-
ery and lack the revelation. Look at Mary. What
did she do after she made this discovery? She
ran to the disciples to tell them something new.
[ am sure that when you meet the Lord in the
morning and make a new discovery about Him,
you will surely come to the evening meeting and
burst out with something to tell us. The spiritual
discovery, the spiritual revelation, the spiritual vi-

sion, depends very much upon seeking the Lord.
If you do not seek Him, it will be rather difficult
for you to share anything of the Lord.

Mary the Magdalene had no knowledge. She
was absolutely in life and was altogether not in
the tree of knowledge. She did not know any-
thing. In a human sense, it was foolish for her to
come to the tomb and especially to come early
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in the morning. Nevertheless, she was the first
to discover the fact of the Lord’s resurrection.
Sisters, you may love the Lord very much and
might be the first to see the fact of His resurrec-
tion, but, like Mary you still need the brothers to
help you. Mary immediately ran to the two lead-
ing brothers, Peter and John, and told them of
her discovery. It is interesting to note that when
Mary went to the disciples, only two responded
and went to the tomb. Why did the others not
go? Possibly because, on the one hand, they were
not seeking, and, on the other hand, they were lazy.
They probably loved their bed. Only Peter and
John ran to the tomb to see what Mary had dis-
covered. John, who might have been younger
than Peter, outran Peter and arrived at the tomb
first, but, for some reason, he did not go in. Peter,
who had more experience, was the first to enter
into the tomb. When the two brothers saw the
linen cloths and the napkin folded and left in a
good order in the tomb, they were clear that the
Lord must have resurrected from the dead. They
were much clearer than their foolish sister who
had said to them, “They have taken away the
Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where
they have laid Him" (John 20:2). Peter might
have said, “I sympathize with my foolish sister
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and do not blame her. But now I realize that the
Lord was not taken away. Look at the wrappings.
He has certainly walked out of the tomb.”

This shows us a picture of how to seek the
Lord. The first one who saw the tomb was Mary,
and the first person who entered into the tomb
was Peter. Here the brothers are really the broth-
ers because they are clearer in the mind and
find it easier to believe the fact than the sisters
do. The two brothers saw the empty tomb, the
linen cloths, and the napkin, and were very clear
that the Lord must have been resurrected. Al-
though they saw the fact, realized it, and believed
in it objectively, they did not have the experience
subjectively. After being satisfied with the ob-
jective fact, they left the tomb. However, Mary,
the sister, lingered, for she was still waiting, look-
ing, and expecting. It was her additional seeking
that gained the experience of the Lord’s resur-
rection. Since the Lord revealed Himself to her,
she not only received the fact but also the expe-
rience. She was the first to experience the resur-
rected Lord.

Here we see a picture disclosing the two sides
related to the Lord—the fact and the experience.
You may believe in the fact but not have the expe-
rience. Peter and John realized and believed in
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the fact, but they lacked the experience of the
Lord’s resurrection. Mary had both the fact and
the experience. For example, you may have the
fact of the Lord’s crucifixion but fail to experi-
ence the cross. In the same principle, you may
have the fact of the Lord’s resurrection but fail to
experience the resurrected Lord. We need both
the fact and the experience. Mary firstly saw the
revelation of the fact, but she was not satisfied
merely with the fact. She went further and re-
ceived the experience of the resurrected Lord.
As arule, the brothers are usually very objec-
tive and the sisters very subjective. According to
the scriptural principle, the man always repre-
sents the objective truth while the woman always
represents the subjective experience. As an illus-
tration, Abraham represents the doctrine of faith
or the truth of faith, but Sarah represents the
experience of obedience. Faith is related to truth
and is objective; obedience is related to experi-
ence and is subjective. Likewise, Peter and John
believed in the fact of the Lords resurrection
objectively, but Mary experienced it subjectively.
Many Christians today have never seen the fact
of the Lord’s resurrection. While a few definitely
have the revelation of the Lord's resurrection,
they only have the revelation, not the experience.
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In the church life the brothers are always more
clear than the sisters. They are clear in the truth
and in the fact, but they do not care much for ex-
perience. Perhaps Peter said to John, “Undoubt-
edly the Lord has resurrected from the dead. Let’s
not waste time staying here. Let’s go back.” Al-
though the two leading brothers went back, Mary,
the foolish sister, remained, weeping. Mary might
have said, “Who took the Lord away? I want to
know where He is now.” But the two brothers
could not help her. Many times in the church life
the brothers cannot help the sisters. Thinking
them to be foolish, we leave them where they
are and go back home to rest. We are clear about
Romans 6, having seen and believed the fact.
Why must the sisters pray with tears and waste
time? This is the real situation in every local
church. All the leading brothers are the clear
ones, and all the sisters are the weeping ones.
Eventually, however, it is the foolish, weeping
ones who have the experience. They do not care
for the truth, the facts, or even for the faith. They
only care for a real touch with the living Lord,
declaring, “I don't care about the wrapping. I only
care for Him. I want to be with Him and touch
Him. Tell me where you have put Him.” The sis-
ters often pray this way in the prayer meeting.
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During the past forty years, I have been offended
many times by these foolish, weeping prayers.
But we brothers must learn not to blame or re-
buke the sisters. We must appreciate the fact that
we have so many foolish, weeping, seeking sis-
ters, for they are the first to have the real expe-
rience of the Lord’s resurrection.

Possibly the Lord Jesus Himself did not in-
tend to meet any of His disciples. Being the first-
fruit of resurrection, He should be presented to
the Father in His newness and freshness. He
should not firstly have been met by anyone other
than the Father. But due to the earnestness and
to the seeking heart of this sister, the Lord Jesus
could not stay away from her. Thus, He appeared
to her. When she tried her best to touch Him,
the Lord seemed to say, “No, I am just for you to
look at. Do not touch Me. My freshness in resur-

rection must be for the Father. After I present
the freshness of My resurrection to My Father,
I'll come back to you. That will be the time for
you to enjoy My resurrection.” We brothers must
learn the lesson of the sisters. In many instances,
we brothers just hold the facts with faith, but we
do not have the experiences like the sisters do.
If we want to see something more of the Lord,
we must have more fellowship with Him. Mary’s
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seeing the Lord was the best morning watch. In
this morning watch, she met the Lord and the
Lord met her; she prayed to the Lord and the Lord
spoke to her; she fellowshipped with the Lord and
the Lord gave His word and His revelation to her.
As we shall see, the Lord revealed to her that, from
then on, the disciples were His brothers. He also
told her that He was going to the Father and that
the Father was not only His Father and His God
but also their Father and their God. This revela-
tion was brought by Mary to the brothers.

On that morning, Mary saw the tomb, the two
angels, and the Lord. At first, she did not recog-
nize the Lord, but eventually, after the Lord had
called her by name, she did recognize Him. When
did the Lord come to Mary? Since the tomb was
empty, the Lord was not there. Since He had not
yet ascended into heaven, He was not there either.
Therefore, after He left the tomb and before He
went to heaven, where was the Lord? I believe
that the Lord was near the tomb but not in it. Al-
though He was near the tomb, Peter, John, and
Mary did not see Him at first. Eventually, the
Lord revealed Himself to Mary, but even before
He did so, He was already there. The Lord was
present the whole time, but Mary did not know
it. She thought that He had been taken away by
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someone. Even when Peter and John were there,
[ believe that the Lord was also there. They sim-
ply did not recognize Him, and the Lord did not
reveal Himself to them. Do you realize that at
this very moment the Lord is here, but we do not
realize it and it has not been revealed?

In this chapter it is quite evident that there
are three kinds of disciples. The first kind is rep-
resented by Mary, the second by Peter and John,
and the third by the lazy ones. The lazy disciples
had no revelation or discovery of the Lord’s res-
urrection. Peter and John had the discovery and
the revelation but not the experience. Mary had
the discovery, the revelation, and the experience.
What is shown in this record is also true of Chris-
tians today. This record reveals the accomplished
fact of Christ’s resurrection, but the discovery of
His resurrection still requires our seeking, and
the experience of His resurrection demands even
further seeking. In other words, the revelation de-
pends upon our seeking, and the experience
depends upon our further seeking. We must first
seek the Lord before we can discover His resur-
rection, and we must seek the Lord even more
before we can experience His resurrection.

The resurrection of Christ was not only dis-
covered by the seeking ones but also testified to
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by the angels sent from God (John 20:11-13).
When Mary looked into the tomb, she saw “two
angels in white sitting, one at the head and one
at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain”
(20:12). These two angels were like the cher-
ubim on the propitiation cover, watching and
observing how the glorious Lord, who is the
resurrection, carried out the wonderful task of
walking away from the threatening of death.
These two observing angels became the strong-
est witness that the Lord Jesus had resurrected.
As the linen cloths and the napkin were the tes-
timony from mans side, the angels were the
testimony from God’s side. All these were seen
only by a sister who sought the Lord.

This booklet is compiled from
Life-study of John
© 1984 Living Stream Ministry

Please feel free to share this eBooklet with others.

See more titles in this series at
www.lsm.org/booklets.

SEE LINKS TO PURCHASE
Life-study of John

AUDIOBOOK « EBOOK ¢ PRINT

10


https://text.recoveryversion.bible/43_John_20.htm#Joh20-11
https://text.recoveryversion.bible/43_John_20.htm#Joh20-12
https://www.lsm.org/booklets

Purchase Life-study of John

Click on the badge for the format
you wish to purchase.

Audiobook

available at

amazon

Get it on
. Apple Books

eBook

GET IT ON
}’ Google Play

Get it on
. Apple Books

available at

amazZon

Print

CHRJ; .
ZEN Available at

=22/ LSM Bookstore

www.lsm.org/life-study-john



https://www.lsm.org/life-study-john/
https://link.lsm.org/ngb-pdf-lsjohn-livingstream
https://link.lsm.org/ngb-pdf-lsjohn-kindle
https://link.lsm.org/ngb-pdf-lsjohn-apple
https://link.lsm.org/ngb-pdf-lsjohn-google
https://link.lsm.org/ngb-pdf-lsjohn-audioapple
https://link.lsm.org/ngb-pdf-lsjohn-audible

