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THE RICHES,
THE SUPPLY,
AND THE WORD

God’s desire is that we who have been re-
deemed, saved, washed by the blood, and regen-
erated by the Spirit, and have received the life
and nature of God should live Christ. It is not
adequate simply to improve our behavior or the
standard of our living. In a way that is very expe-
riential and practical, we need to live Christ.

THE ALL-INCLUSIVE
AND EXTENSIVE CHRIST

In order to live Christ, we must realize who
Christ is and what Christ is. From the book of
Colossians we have seen that Christ is not only
all-inclusive, but also extensive. He is both the
mystery of God and the mystery of God’s econ-
omy. Christ is God, man, and the reality of every
positive thing in the universe. This, of course,
is not pantheism. It is to testify according to
Colossians 2:16 and 17 that Christ is the body,
the reality, of all positive things.

In Colossians 2:16 and 17 Paul says, “Let no
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one therefore judge you in eating and in drinking
or in respect of a feast or of a new moon or of
Sabbaths, which are a shadow of things to come,
but the body is of Christ.” According to the prin-
ciple set forth in these verses, Christ is the real
holiday, or holy day. As our holiday, Christ is our
rest, joy, and enjoyment. With Christ every day
is a holiday. Without Him, every day is miserable.
Even during difficult times, we may experience

a true holiday if we have Christ as our joy, enjoy-
ment, and rest.

Christ is also our new moon. Again and again
we all need a new start, a new beginning, as sig-
nified by a new moon. Christ is such a new moon
to us. Every day in our contact with Him, we may
experience a new moon, a new start.

According to these verses from Colossians,
Christ is also our eating, drinking, and feast.
Words cannot exhaust what Christ is in His ex-
tensiveness and all-inclusiveness. Although Christ
is so extensive and all-inclusive, He is our enjoy-
ment and experience, and we can live Him.

OUR LIFE
AND LIFE SUPPLY

Christ is our Redeemer and Savior. He is God
incarnate, and He lived on earth as a man for
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thirty-three and a half years. Then He died on
the cross, shedding His blood to cleanse us
from our sins. Now He is our Savior in resur-
rection. Although we emphatically believe that
Christ is our Redeemer and Savior and have
experienced Him as such, we have come to real-
ize that Christ is also our life. On the one hand,
as life He has been supplied once for all; on the
other hand, He is supplied to us continually as
life. Life requires a continual supply. If we have
life but lack the means to maintain it, we shall
die. Breathing, for example, is a necessary mat-
ter of life. As such, it must go on continually.
Although we may graduate from school, we can-
not graduate from breathing and remain alive.
Graduation from the matters of life can only
mean death. We praise the Lord that Christ is
our Redeemer, Savior, and also our life and life

supply!

THE HOLY BIBLE
AND THE HOLY SPIRIT

Living Christ has much to do with the riches
of Christ realized in the bountiful supply of the
Spirit and the bountiful supply of the Spirit em-

bodied in the rich Word of God. Not only is the
Bible God’s Word; it is also His speaking, even
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His breathing. In 2 Timothy 3:16 Paul says that
“all Scripture is God-breathed.” By God’s speak-
ing, by His breathing, many wonderful things
are revealed.

If we did not have language, there would be
no way for God to speak to us. As the speaking
God, He speaks to us through our human lan-
guage. Language was given to man as a prepa-
ration for God’s speaking.

We praise the Lord that, as Christians, we
have both the Holy Bible in our hands and the
Holy Spirit in our spirit and heart. Now we need
to consider what the Holy Spirit is and also what
the Holy Bible is.

THE TRIUNE GOD
REACHING US

Although it is true to say that the Holy Spirit
is the third of the Godhead, this understanding
is not adequate. It is very important to see that
the Father and the Son are fully realized in the
Spirit as the third of the Godhead. This means
that we cannot separate the Holy Spirit from the
Son or the Father.

The three of the Godhead not only coexist,
but They also coinhere. Hence, among the Father,
Son, and the Spirit there are both coexistence
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and coinherence. God is triune; He is three-one.
Coexistence means to exist together at the same
time. Coinherence is much more difficult to de-
fine or understand. Applied to the Triune God,
this term means that the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit exist in one another. The Bible reveals
clearly that when the Son came, the Father came
with Him. Likewise, when the Spirit comes, He
comes with the Son and the Father. Furthermore,
when the Son came, the Father came with the

Son not in an outward way, but inwardly, sub-
jectively, within the Son.

Regarding the relationship between the Father
and the Son and between the Son and the Spirit,
the Gospel of John uses a particular Greek prep-
osition, a preposition which can be translated
“from with” (6:46; 16:27). The Son came not only
from the Father, but even from with the Father.
He came from the Father and also with Him.
This indicates that when the Son came, the Father
came also. The Father came in the Son. There-
fore the Lord could say, “He who has seen Me
has seen the Father” (John 14:9). He could also
testify, “I am in the Father, and the Father is in
Me” (John 14:10). On the one hand, the Father
and the Son are two; on the other hand, They
are one. Because the Father came not only with
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the Son but also in Him, the Son, the Lord Jesus,
could say, “The words which I speak to you, I
do not speak from Myself; but the Father who
abides in Me, He does His works” (John 14:10).
Furthermore, according to the Bible, if we have
the Son, we have the Father also (1 John 2:23).
Because the Father is with the Son and even

in Him, we receive the Father when we receive
the Son. Moreover, when the Spirit comes, He
comes with both the Son and the Father. There-
fore, to have the Spirit is to have the Son and
the Father.

The Holy Spirit is the ultimate and con-
summate reaching of the Triune God to us. Do
not think that when the Holy Spirit reaches
you, only He, the third of the Godhead, comes,
and that the Father and the Son remain in
heaven. According to the Scriptures, when the
Holy Spirit comes, the Son comes with Him and
in Him. The Father also comes with the Son
and the Spirit. This means that when the Holy
Spirit comes to us, the entire Triune God comes.
According to the Bible, we may say that the
Father is the source, the Son is the course, and
the Spirit is the flow. How marvelous that the
Holy Spirit is the consummate reaching of the
Triune God to you and me!
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INDWELT BY THE SPIRIT

As those who believe in Christ, we may have
the full assurance that the Holy Spirit dwells
within us. According to the Bible, when we be-

lieved in the Lord Jesus, called on His name,
and received Him as our Savior, the Holy Spirit
entered into us. From that time onward, we have
been indwelt by the Spirit.

THE WORD AND THE SPIRIT

In the New Testament we see that the Spirit
and the Word are one. The Lord Jesus said, “The
words which I have spoken unto you are spirit
and are life” (John 6:63). We should not separate
the Holy Spirit whom we have within us from
the holy Word which we have in our hands. These
two are one divine reality. Apart from the Holy
Spirit, the Bible is empty, altogether without re-
ality. The reality of the Bible is the Holy Spirit.
However, if we did not have the Bible, we would
not have the embodiment of the Holy Spirit.
Apart from the Word, there is no embodiment
of the Spirit. On the one hand, the Bible is the
embodiment of the Spirit; on the other hand,
the Spirit is the reality of the Bible. We should
never separate the two.
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We thank the Lord for two wonderful gifts,
the Holy Spirit within and the Holy Bible with-
out. We have seen that the Holy Spirit is the
Triune God reaching us in a consummate way.
When the Holy Spirit reaches us, the Triune God
is with us. The Spirit, however, is abstract and
mysterious. Hence, it is important to see that the
Spirit is embodied in the Word. Now if we would
live Christ, we need to experience the Spirit
within and enjoy the Word without. In our expe-
rience, the Spirit and the Word must be one.
Whenever we read the Bible, we should also pray.
This is to pray-read the Word. By pray-reading,
we exercise our spirit to contact the Holy Spirit.
In this way, we combine the Holy Spirit with the
Holy Bible. As a result, in our experience the
Spirit and the Word are one enjoyment, and this
enjoyment is the Triune God.

THE FULLNESS,
THE RICHES, THE SUPPLY,
AND THE WORD

Four basic verses in the New Testament are
Colossians 2:9; Ephesians 3:8; Philippians 1:19;
and Colossians 3:16. In these verses we have four
strategic terms. First, in Colossians 2:9 we see

that the fullness of the Godhead dwells in Christ
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bodily. Here the crucial term is fullness. Second,
in Ephesians 3:8 Paul says that he preaches the
unsearchable riches of Christ as the gospel. Paul’s
gospel was the riches of Christ. The crucial mat-
ter here is the riches of Christ. Third, in Phi-
lippians 1:19 Paul speaks of the bountiful supply
of the Spirit of Jesus Christ. Fourth, Colossians
3:16 tells us that the word of Christ should dwell
in us, inhabit us, richly. For the word of Christ
to dwell in us richly means that it inhabits us
in its riches and also in a rich way. Therefore, in

these four verses we have the fullness, the riches,
the bountiful supply, and the Word dwelling in
us richly. The fullness is related to the Godhead,
the riches are related to Christ, the bountiful sup-
ply is related to the Spirit, and the word of Christ
indwelling us richly is related to the Word. In
brief, we have the Godhead, Christ, the Spirit,
and the Word. I strongly recommend that at the
first opportunity you pray-read these four verses,
enjoying the fullness of the Godhead, the riches
of Christ, the bountiful supply of the Spirit, and
the word of Christ inhabiting you richly.

The fullness, the riches, the bountiful supply,
and the Word are mutually related. The fullness
of the Godhead is actually the riches of Christ,
and the riches of Christ are the bountiful supply
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of the Spirit. With the Godhead, there is the full-
ness; with Christ, the fullness becomes the un-
searchable riches; and with the Spirit, the riches
become the bountiful supply. Furthermore, this
bountiful supply of the Spirit is embodied in
the Word. When the Word of God inhabits us
with the bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus
Christ, it truly inhabits us richly.

PERMEATED WITH THE TRIUNE GOD
TO LIVE CHRIST

If we would live Christ, we need to read the
Word and pray-read it in such a way that we
partake of the fullness of God, the riches of
Christ, and the bountiful supply of the Spirit.
Oh, we need to be immersed in and saturated
with the fullness of the Godhead, the riches of
Christ, and the bountiful supply of the Spirit!
Then, having been permeated with the Triune
God, we shall live Christ.

Living Christ is not a matter of making up
our mind to have a change in our way of living.
We should not say, “Now I have learned what it
means to live Christ. I make up my mind to live
Him, and I pray that God will help me do this.
O God, help me to live Christ.” This way does
not work. If you pray like this, you will find that
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immediately after praying you will continue to
live yourself. The way to live Christ is to first
be permeated by Him with all His riches. Again
and again we have pointed out that these riches
are in the Spirit and in the Word.

THE ANTENNA
AND THE GROUND WIRE

We may liken the bountiful supply of the
Spirit to electricity, which reaches us by means
of an antenna and a ground wire. The Spirit
Himself is like the antenna, and the Bible is
like the ground wire. When we have both the
antenna and the ground wire, both the Spirit
and the Word, functioning together, we receive
the bountiful supply of the Spirit as the heav-
enly electricity. Our experience testifies of this.
When we exercise our spirit to pray-read a verse,
we have the sense within of being supplied, re-
freshed, enlightened, watered, nourished, com-
forted, and strengthened. This is the enjoyment
of the divine electricity. Use the antenna and the
ground wire, the Spirit and the Word, and you
will receive this bountiful supply.

Praise the Lord for showing us the way to
live Christ! The way is to enjoy the Triune God
by reading and pray-reading the Word. When
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we touch the bountiful supply of the Spirit, we
shall live a life that expresses Christ, a life which
actually is Christ Himself.
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