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 SAVED IN HIS LIFE— 
FROM INDIVIDUALISM

Romans 5:10 is a key verse, for it concludes 
one section of this book, the section on justi­
fication, and opens another, the section on life. 
This verse covers both the reconciling death of 
Christ and the saving life of Christ. Recon­
ciliation includes redemption and justification. 
Christ died on the cross for our redemption; 
through redemption we have been justified by 
God and reconciled to Him. Now there is noth­
ing between us and God. However, we still have 
a number of subjective problems. For this rea­
son, even after we have been reconciled to God, 
we still need to be saved in Christ’s life. Because 
reconciliation through the death of Christ is an 
accomplished fact, in 5:10 Paul used the past 
tense with respect to reconciliation. But because 
we are still in the process of being saved in life, 
Paul used the future tense when speaking about 
being saved in the life of Christ. In this booklet 
we shall consider the matter of being saved in 
life from individualism.

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/45_Romans_5.htm#Rom5-10
https://text.recoveryversion.bible/45_Romans_5.htm#Rom5-10


2

SEVEN NEGATIVE THINGS
In the book of Romans Paul dealt with seven 

negative things from which we need to be saved. 
The first item is the law of sin. Within our f lesh, 
our fallen body, the law of sin works spontane­
ously and automatically. This law of sin is the 
power of evil that operates spontaneously within 
us.

The second negative item is worldliness. We 
were born into a worldly environment and then 
raised to be worldly. Worldliness is in our very 
being; hence, it also is a subjective matter, a 
matter of our constitution. There is no need to 
teach a child to love the world, for there is some­
thing in his nature that causes him to love it. The 
love of the world is an element of our fallen con­
stitution.

The third item is naturalness. We all have a 
natural life and a natural disposition. Our very 
constitution is natural. All these natural elements 
are enemies to God. God has nothing to do with 
our natural being, our natural life, our natural 
strength, our natural disposition, or our natu­
ral power. These natural elements are deep within 
our being, much deeper than the law of sin. The 
law of sin is related mainly to our f lesh, but our 
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natural being is our self. For the sake of God’s 
purpose, we need to be saved in the life of Christ 
from our naturalness.

We also need to be saved from our individu­
alism, that is, from being individualistic. Because 
we all have the tendency to be individualistic, 
none of us naturally likes to be one with others. 
Our married life exposes how individualistic we 
are. Because we are individualistic, a wife does 
not like to be dependent on her husband, and 
a husband does not like to be dependent on his 
wife. God’s intention is not to have a group of 
individualistic believers. On the contrary, it is 
to build up the Body for the fulfillment of His 
purpose. In order for this purpose to be carried 
out, we need to be saved from individualism.

The life of Christ also saves us from divisive­
ness. Although we may talk a great deal about 
oneness, we actually do not like to be one. To be 
one is to be restricted, bound, and eventually 
put  to death. Where is the oneness in today’s 
Christianity? Throughout the centuries, there has 
been a shortage of oneness among Christians. 
Instead of oneness, there has been division upon 
division. All divisions come from the element 
of divisiveness in our fallen nature.

The sixth negative item from which we need 
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to be saved is self-likeness. By self-likeness we 
mean the appearance and expression of the nat­
ural self. We need to be saved from self-likeness 
by being conformed to the image of the Son of 
God. In so many respects we do not yet have 
the likeness of Christ. Instead, we bear the like­
ness of the self. Therefore, we need to be saved 
in life from self-likeness and conformed to the 
likeness of the glorious Christ.

Finally, we need to be saved from our natu­
ral body. Eventually, in God’s full salvation, our 
body will be glorified. The day is coming when 
our physical body will be transfigured.

JUSTIFICATION, LIFE, AND BUILDING
As a complete sketch of the Christian life and 

the church life, the book of Romans firstly re­
veals the matter of justification. Because justifi­
cation issues in life, the section after the section 
on justification deals with life. Life leads to the 
building, which is covered in the last part of Ro­
mans. Therefore, the book of Romans may be 
summarized in three words: justification, life, 
and building.

Neither justification nor life is God’s goal. 
God’s goal is the building up of the church as 
the Body for Christ’s expression and as the house 
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for God’s dwelling. For this reason, the book of 
Romans begins with justification, goes on to life, 
and concludes with the building. As those who 
have been saved, redeemed, justified, and rec­
onciled, we are not idly waiting for the Lord to 
come back. We are being built up in the church 
life for the fulfillment of God’s purpose. Begin­
ning with justification, we must go on to the ex­
perience of life in order to reach the goal of the 
building. Unless we experience life and have 
the building, the Lord Jesus does not have a way 
to come back.

THE GREATEST HINDRANCE 
TO THE BUILDING

Do you realize that we ourselves are the great­
est hindrance to the building? This is the reason 
Paul does not speak of the Body until chapter 
twelve of Romans, after he has covered redemp­
tion, justification, sanctification, and transfor­
mation. The building up of the Body comes after 
all this. Justification is in chapters one through 
four; sanctification, in chapters five through eight; 
and transformation, in chapter twelve. Then, 
beginning with 12:4, Paul begins to deal with 
the building up of the Body. Those who are still 
worldly or natural cannot be built up with others. 

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/45_Romans_12.htm#Rom12-1
https://text.recoveryversion.bible/45_Romans_12.htm#Rom12-1
https://text.recoveryversion.bible/45_Romans_1.htm#Rom1-1
https://text.recoveryversion.bible/45_Romans_1.htm#Rom1-1
https://text.recoveryversion.bible/45_Romans_5.htm#Rom5-1
https://text.recoveryversion.bible/45_Romans_12.htm#Rom12-1
https://text.recoveryversion.bible/45_Romans_12.htm#Rom12-4
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In order to be built up together, we need to be 
justified, sanctified, and transformed.

We all have problems with our mind, emo­
tion, and will. If we remain in our natural mind, 
emotion, and will, we cannot be one. The pe­
culiar thoughts, concepts, and imaginations we 
have in our minds keep us from being built up 
together. Our emotion is even more difficult to 
control, and our stubborn will causes many dif­
ficulties. Due to these problems, the church has 
not yet been built up, although it has been in 
existence for more than nineteen hundred years.

The Lord Jesus has not come back because 
He does not yet have the building. Revelation 19 
indicates that the Lord will come back for the 
Bride, a corporate entity. Eventually, the Lord 
will have the building and Bride. If we do not 
cooperate with Him in this matter, He will find 
others who will cooperate with Him. Through 
my many years of experience in the church life, 
I know the difficulties, even the human impos­
sibility, in having the building up of the Body. 
Nevertheless, I have the full assurance that the 
Lord is able to get the building. One day, the 
Lord will have the building He desires. I believe 
that many of us are willing to allow the Lord to 
complete His work of building the church. Our 

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/66_Revelation_19.htm#Rev19-1
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burden is not to do a great deal of work; it is to 
see the genuine building up of the saints for the 
Lord’s coming back.

OPENING TO THE LORD
In order to afford the Lord the opportunity 

to have the building, we should not try to do 
anything. Instead, we should simply open to the 
Lord and say, “Lord, we realize that in ourselves 
we are hopeless. Our mind, emotion, and will are 
great problems. But, Lord, we believe that You are 
able. You call things not being as being. There­
fore, we open ourselves to You, and we are will­
ing to go along with You. Lord, by Your mercy, 
we lay ourselves on Your altar. Do whatever You 
desire with us. Do whatever is necessary to deal 
with our mind, emotion, and will.”

THE MIND, EMOTION, AND WILL
Our married life tests how much we have 

been built up. Are you truly one with your hus­
band or wife? In our married life, we have the 
opportunity to learn what it means to be built 
up in the church life. A number of times the Lord 
has pointed out to me that if I cannot be built up 
with my wife, I cannot expect to be built up with 
others. In order to be built up with our husband 
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or wife, or with others in the church, our mind, 
emotion, and will must be dealt with.

We are for the recovery of Christ and the 
church for the building up of the Body. The cru­
cial matter with us today is the building. The 
building depends wholly upon the dealing with 
the mind, emotion, and will. The problem today 
is not with our hearts nor with our motives; it 
is  with our mind, emotion, and will. In some 
areas of the church service, there is no harmony 
because certain saints differ in their concept or 
in their feeling. Others are very strong in the 
will and always want things under their control. 
Such a strong will is a foreign element in the 
Body of Christ. Our peculiar concepts and feel­
ings are also foreign elements that damage the 
Body. Because we all are troubled by our mind, 
emotion, and will, we need the Lord’s mercy and 
grace to consecrate ourselves to Him that He 
may deal with us. Many have consecrated them­
selves to Christ and the church, but they still 
have a problem with their mind, emotion, and 
will. This indicates that the problem regarding 
the building is not outward but inward. The 
outward environment of the church life is a test 
of our inward being; it exposes what we are in 
our mind, emotion, and will.
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Married life also exposes us in these matters. 
Without a wife or husband, we would not know 
ourselves adequately. We should thank the Lord 
for the exposure in our married life. Before we 
got married, we regarded ourselves as rather holy, 
as Christians who loved the Lord and who were 
always seeking Him. But married life exposed 
us. All our “holiness” was broken to pieces, and 
we discovered how dreadful our condition was. 
The church life exposes us even more than mar­
ried life does because the church life is more in­
tense. Without the church life, we may think that 
we have no problems and that we are for Christ 
and the church. However, by being offended by 
others in the church life, we find out that we have 
inward problems with our mind, emotion, and 
will. When we see this, we need to pray to the 
Lord to save us in His life.

In order to be saved in life from the negative 
subjective elements within us, we need much of 
the Lord’s grace. We should pray, “Lord, I have 
no confidence in myself. I look to You for Your 
mercy. I place myself in Your hands so that You 
can work in me. Lord, keep me on the altar and 
keep me open to You. For the sake of Your build­
ing, do whatever You desire with my mind, emo­
tion, and will.” If we are willing to give ourselves 
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to the Lord in this way, it will be possible for us 
to be built up with others. In order to be saved 
from individualism and to be built up in the 
Body, we must be willing for the Lord to deal 
with our mind, emotion, and will according to 
His desire.

ALLOWING CHRIST TO LIVE IN US
If we want Christ’s life to save us, we must 

allow Him to live in us. Yes, we have Christ as 
life within us, but our mind, emotion, and will 
are very strong. Most of the time, we do not give 
Christ the liberty to live in us. This is why we 
need to lay ourselves on the altar, pray that the 
Lord will keep us open to Him, and allow Him 
to deal with the various parts of our being. Then 
He will have the opportunity to live in us.

In Galatians 2:20 Paul says, “I have been cru­
cified with Christ.” The “I” spoken of in this verse 
is in our mind, emotion, and will. The problems 
in married life and in the church life are caused 
by this “I.” We may know the doctrine that the 
“I” has been crucified with Christ and may pro­
claim this boldly, but we may still remain strong 
in our mind, emotion, and will. We need to be 
careful whenever our mind is strong, whenever 
our emotion is stirred up, and whenever our will 

https://text.recoveryversion.bible/48_Galatians_2.htm#Gal2-20
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is set. As long as we allow the “I” to prevail, the 
Lord Jesus is dethroned within us and has no 
opportunity to live in us. If we dethrone the Lord 
Jesus in this way, the matter of being saved in 
His life will merely be a doctrine to us. He will 
not be the one living in us; rather, the “I” will 
continue to live.

EXPOSED AND SAVED
We have pointed out that married life ex­

poses  us. When there are difficulties, the hus­
band tends to blame the wife, the wife tends 
to blame the husband, and both secretly tend to 
blame the Lord. But if we did not have the very 
wife or husband we have, we would not be fully 
exposed. When some have difficulties in their 
married life, they think of getting a divorce. 
Likewise, when some find that the church is not 
perfect, they consider getting a “divorce” from 
the church life. Many dream of an ideal church 
life. But after their church life “honeymoon” 
comes to an end, they are disappointed. When 
they face problems in the church, they begin to 
doubt whether the church really is the church.

The Lord’s ordination is never wrong. All 
marriages are divinely ordained for the fulfill­
ment of His purpose. Whenever we are exposed 
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in our married life, we should thank the Lord. 
This exposing is for the Lord’s saving. The Lord’s 
intention is to expose us in order to save us in 
His life from our natural being. When we are 
exposed, the Lord has the opportunity to live in 
us. Both in the married life and in the church life 
we are exposed so that the Lord may live in us. 
Therefore, do not blame your husband or wife, 
and do not blame the church. Furthermore, do 
not blame the Lord. Instead, you should say, 
“Lord, how I thank You for this situation. I love 
the church, not because it is perfect, but because 
it exposes me. Lord, lay me on the altar and deal 
with my mind, emotion, and will so that You can 
live in me.”

As the Lord lives in us, He saves us. His sav­
ing life works only as He has the opportunity to 
live in us. If He is to live within us, we need to 
present ourselves to Him. Such a consecration 
involves the practical dealing with our mind, 
emotion, and will.

We all need to be saved in the life of Christ. 
For this, there is the need of a long process of 
exposure, especially in the matter of our indi­
vidualism. In order to be built up together, we 
need to be exposed with respect to our natural 
mind, emotion, and will. Once we have been 
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exposed, we shall surrender our inner being to 
the Lord, and He will be free to live within us. 
Then the divine life will save us from being indi­
vidualistic. As we are saved in His life, we be­
come the Body and members one of another. 
May the Lord have mercy upon us that we may 
see our need to be saved in His life from indi­
vidualism for the building up of the Body.

This booklet is compiled from 
Life-study of Romans 

© 1984 Living Stream Ministry

Please feel free to share this eBooklet with others.

See more titles in this series at 
www.lsm.org/booklets.

S E E  L I N K S  T O  P U R C H A S E

A U D I O B O O K   •   E B O O K   •   P R I N T

Life-study of Romans

https://www.lsm.org/booklets


www.lsm.org/life-study-romans

Purchase Life-study of Romans
Click on the badge for the format 

you wish to purchase.

Available at
LSM BookstoreU

FO
Q

Print

Audiobook

eBook

https://www.lsm.org/life-study-romans/
https://www.livingstream.com/en/life-study-of-the-bible/10029001-life-study-of-romans-vol-1-1-16.html
https://amzn.to/2TK6qsZ
https://books.apple.com/us/book/life-study-of-romans/id464655662?itsct=books_box_link&itscg=30200&ls=1&at=1010l36if&ct=ng9
https://play.google.com/store/books/details/Witness_Lee_Life_Study_of_Romans?id=jYJjAQAAQBAJ&PAffiliateID=uH10CwAAQBAJ&PCamRefID=ng9
https://books.apple.com/us/audiobook/life-study-of-romans-life-study-of-the-bible-unabridged/id1527118654?itsct=books_toolbox&itscg=30200&ls=1&at=1010l36if&ct=ng9
https://www.audible.com/pd/B08CY4NZY8/?source_code=AUDFPWS0223189MWT-BK-ACX0-205919&ref=acx_bty_BK_ACX0_205919_rh_us

