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PROPAGATING THE RESURRECTED,
ASCENDED, AND ALL-INCLUSIVE CHRIST

AS THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD

(Saturday—Evening Session)

Message Nine

The Divine Commission according to the Heavenly Vision
for the Continuation of the Book of Acts
in the Unique Flow of the Divine Stream

Scripture Reading: Acts 26:18; Psa. 46:4a; Rev. 22:1; 1 Cor. 16:10

I. In the Scriptures the concept of the divine stream, the unique flow, is
crucial—Gen. 2:10-14; Psa. 46:4a; John 7:37-39; Rev. 22:1:

A. The Bible reveals the f lowing Triune God—the Father as the fountain of life,
the Son as the spring of life, and the Spirit as the river of life—Jer. 2:13; Psa.
36:9a; John 4:14; 7:37-39.

B. The source of the f low is the throne of God and of the Lamb—Rev. 22:1.
C. In the Scriptures there is only one f low, one divine stream (Gen. 2:10-14; Rev.

22:1); since there is only one divine stream and since the f low is uniquely one,
we need to keep ourselves in this one f low.

D. The divine stream, the unique f low, is the stream of the Lord’s work—1 Cor.
16:10:
1. There is a stream, which we may call the stream, the current, of the work;

where the stream f lows, there is the work of God.
2. The book of Acts reveals that in the move of the Lord there is only one

stream, and we need to keep ourselves in this one stream—cf. 15:35-41.
3. The f lowing of the divine life, which started on the day of Pentecost and has

been f lowing throughout all generations to this day, is just one stream.
4. The history of the church shows that throughout the generations there has

been one stream of the Spirit f lowing all the time; many have been working
for the Lord, but not all have been in the f lowing of that one stream.

II. The Lord appeared to Paul to bring him into the stream of the Lord’s
work, making him a minister and a witness both of the things in which
Paul had seen Him and of the things in which He would appear to Paul—
26:16; cf. 1:8; 23:11; 20:20, 31:

A. Paul was not disobedient to the heavenly vision of man as a vessel to contain, be
f illed with, and express the processed and consummated Triune God, of Christ
as the mystery of God, and of the church as the Body of Christ, the mystery of
Christ—26:19; 9:4-5, 15; Rom. 9:21, 23; 2 Cor. 4:6-7; Col. 2:2; Eph. 3:4; 5:32.

B. Once you have seen a vision of God’s plan and have been converted from every-
thing to Christ Himself, there will be something within you energizing you
to carry out God’s plan; this vision will become your burden as you live and
labor in the continuation of the book of Acts—Gal. 1:15-16; Rom. 15:16; 1 Cor.
15:10.



III. Acts 26:18 reveals the work that we must do today for the increase and
building up of the Body of Christ in the continuation of the book of Acts;
this verse unveils the all-inclusive contents of our divine commission:

A. This is to carry out the fulf illment of God’s jubilee, the acceptable year of the
Lord, proclaimed by the Lord Jesus in Luke 4:18-21 according to God’s New
Testament economy.

B. We need to pray over the contents of our divine commission in Acts 26:18,
asking the Lord to make them our experience and reality so that we can bring
others into this experience and reality—Eph. 3:8:
1. “To open their eyes”:

a. We need to continually pray for a spirit of wisdom and revelation to
understand and to see more and more of Christ, the Body of Christ, and
the divine dispensing for the divine economy—1:17; 3:5; cf. Rev. 4:6; 3:17;
Matt. 6:6.

b. We cannot go on without new knowledge of the Lord and a new vision of
Him—Acts 26:16; Phil. 3:8b, 10a, 13; cf. Deut. 4:25.

c. Being a minister and a witness is not a matter of teaching and knowledge
but of appearing and vision; the things in which we have seen the Lord
and the things in which the Lord will appear to us are the things that
we must minister to others—Acts 22:14-15.

d. Our commission is to “enlighten all that they may see what the economy
of the mystery is”—Eph. 3:9.

2. “To turn them from darkness to light”:
a. Light is the presence of God—Isa. 2:5; 1 John 1:5.
b. We need to be people who are full of light—Luke 11:34-36.
c. The enjoyment of Christ as our God-given portion is “in the light”—Col.

1:12; John 8:12; 1:4; Psa. 119:105, 130; Matt. 5:14; Rev. 1:20.
d. We need to be luminaries in the world, holding forth the word of life—

Phil. 2:14-16.
e. We need to tell out the virtues of the One who has called us out of dark-

ness into His marvelous light—1 Pet. 2:9.
3. “To turn them…from the authority of Satan to God”:

a. The highest point in our spiritual experience is to have a clear sky with
the throne above it—Ezek. 1:22, 26:
1) To have the throne above a clear sky is to give the Lord the preemi-

nence in our being and the highest and most prominent position in
our life—Col. 1:18; cf. Ezek. 14:3.

2) The clearer our sky is, the more we are under the throne, under God’s
authority—Acts 24:16.

3) For God to have the throne in us means that He has the position to
reign in us—cf. Rom. 5:17.

4) If we are under a clear sky with the throne above it, genuine authority
will be with us to bring others under God’s authority—2 Cor. 10:4-5, 8;
13:3, 10.

b. Our uttermost love for the Lord qualif ies, perfects, and equips us to speak
for the Lord with His authority—cf. John 21:15, 17.
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4. “That they may receive forgiveness of sins”:
a. We need to go to the Lord to receive a thorough forgiveness of all our

sins—1 John 1:7, 9.
b. David begged God to blot out his transgressions, wash him thoroughly

from his iniquity, cleanse him from his sin, and purge his sin with hys-
sop—Psa. 51:1-2, 7, 9:
1) Hyssop typif ies Christ in His humble and humiliated human nature

(1 Kings 4:33a; Exo. 12:22a), implying Christ as our Mediator and
sacrif ice (Heb. 8:6; 9:15; 10:9).

2) Like David, we need to stay in the presence of God to have a thorough
and genuine repentance and confession to receive a full forgiveness
from God.

3) If we confess our sins to receive God’s forgiveness, we will have the
gladness of God’s salvation and be sustained with a willing spirit; then
we can teach transgressors His ways, and sinners will turn back to
Him—Psa. 51:12-13.

5. “That they may receive…an inheritance among those who have been sanc-
tif ied by faith in Me”:
a. This inheritance is the Triune God Himself with all He has, all He has

done, and all He will do for His redeemed people.
b. The Triune God is embodied in the all-inclusive Christ, who is the por-

tion allotted to the saints as their inheritance—Col. 2:9; 1:12.
c. We enjoy the pneumatic Christ as the pledge of our inheritance (Eph.

1:14) “among those,” that is, in the church life—cf. 2 Tim. 2:22.
d. We need to bring people into the enjoyment of the all-inclusive Christ in

the church life so that they may enjoy Christ as we do and be sanctif ied
dispositionally with the holy nature of God through the exercise of their
spirit—Heb. 2:10-11; 1 Cor. 1:9; 2 Cor. 4:13.

IV. If we would be in the continuation of the book of Acts, we need to con-
tinue to live in the divine history by having an upper-room consecration—
1:13-14:

A. At the seashore Peter gave up his job to follow the Lord Jesus, but in the upper
room he gave up much more—Matt. 4:18-20; Acts 1:13-14:
1. He stood with the heavenly vision to give up the religion of his forefathers.
2. He gave up his country, his relationship with his neighbors and friends,

and his relatives, and he was willing to risk his life.
B. The kind of consecration that we need today is an upper-room consecration,

a consecration in which we pay the price to have our whole being “married” to
the heavenly vision—26:19; 1:8; 20:24.

C. If we pay the price for the heavenly vision, we will “burn the bridges behind
us” and will have no way to go backward.

D. Whether we have seen the heavenly vision or not depends on whether we are
willing to pay the price to buy the anointing Spirit as the eyesalve—Rev. 3:18.

E. To take the way of the Lord’s recovery is not cheap; this way is expensive and
requires a costly consecration.
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F. We are not here for a movement but for the Lord’s recovery, and the recovery
can be carried out only by the specif ic and extraordinary consecration in the
upper room.

G. The one hundred twenty in the upper room all became a burnt offering; they
were burning for the Lord in spirit, and they burned others with the divine
f ire of the divine life—Luke 12:49-50; Acts 2:3-4; Rom. 12:11.

H. When the Lord Jesus was on the earth, great crowds followed Him, but they
did not afford Him anything for His move; His move was with those in the
upper room, with those whose eyes had been opened and whose hearts had
been touched—Acts 17:6b.

I. It is a small number who will turn the world and change the age; if we would
be in the upper room, we need to pray in a specif ic way and say, “Lord, I am
willing to be in the upper room for the recovery of Your testimony.”

Excerpts from the Ministry:

THE FULL GOSPEL ACCORDING TO THE HEAVENLY VISION

We all must see a heavenly vision. We need God’s unique vision. In Acts 26:19 Paul said,
“Therefore, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision.” As we shall see, the
background of this heavenly vision was the Jewish religion.

THE REVELATION OF CHRIST AND THE CHURCH

This background was present in Matthew 16, where we have a revelation of Christ and
the church. The Lord Jesus did not come to the heathen, pagan world. He came to God’s peo-
ple, a people who had the Holy Scriptures, who worshipped in God’s temple, and who offered
the sacrif ices according to God’s divine regulations. These people were very scriptural.
None of the f irst followers of the Lord Jesus were pagans. They all were religious people
who had a background in the Scriptures, in the worship of God, in God’s law, and in the gen-
eral knowledge of God. Suddenly, the Lord Jesus appeared and called some of them, and they
followed Him. One day the Lord took His disciples “into the parts of Caesarea Philippi” (v. 13),
far away from the temple and the holy city, to the border of the Holy Land. After bringing
them there, He asked them a question: “Who do men say that the Son of Man is?” (v. 13).
After the disciples gave some answers, the Lord said, “But you, who do you say that I am?”
(v. 15). Why did the Lord ask them this question in “the parts of Caesarea Philippi”? The fact
that the Lord took His disciples there strongly implies and indicates that He is absolutely
different from the typical religion. The Lord Jesus is the living Christ, the living Son of the
living God. He is not a part of dead religion; He is altogether different from religion and
stands outside of it. The revelation of Christ as the Son of the living God was not given in
the sphere, in the realm, of the Jewish religion. The Lord brought the disciples away from
everything “holy”—away from the Holy Land, the holy city, and the holy temple. The Lord
seemed to be saying, “You may think that all these things are holy, but I shall forsake them
all. Those who want to follow Me must come away from the background of religion.”

With this as the background, Peter answered the Lord’s question by saying, “You are
the Christ, the Son of the living God” (v. 16). This word was not a teaching or a tradition. It
was a direct revelation from the heavenly Father. It did not derive from the Jewish religion,
the holy temple, or the holy city but was something fresh and new. It did not originate with
human thought or religious concepts; it came directly from the living God. After Peter spoke
these words, the Lord said, “I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will
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build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it” (v. 18). Here we see
Christ, the Son of the living God, and the church built upon Him as the rock. Hence, in this
chapter we have Christ and the church. Although it is wonderful to see Christ, this is not ade-
quate. We also must see the church. Christ is only the rock, but the church is the building.

Verse 18 says that the gates of Hades shall not prevail against the church, and in verse
19 the Lord said, “I will give to you the keys of the kingdom of the heavens.” Here we see the
gates of Hades on the negative side and the kingdom of the heavens on the positive side.
Christ and the church will bring in the kingdom of God and will cast down and defeat the
gates of Hades, the authority of Satan. This is the heavenly vision concerning Christ and
the church. The vision that Christ and the church will bring in God’s kingdom and defeat
the kingdom of Satan is given outside of religion. It is not a matter of culture, ethics, or
morality. Rather, it is the very Christ, the Son of the living God, with the church to bring in
the kingdom of the heavens and to subdue the gates of Hades. We all must see this.

THE LORD’S APPEARING MAKING SAUL A WITNESS

Acts 26 is also set against the background of the Jewish religion. In verse 17 the Lord
said that He would deliver Saul from the people to whom He would send him. The word
people in this verse does not refer to mankind but to the Jewish people, the religious people.
In the Jewish religion there was a young man named Saul who had a strong will and who
was faithful to that traditional religion. He was very zealous for the religion and tradition of
his forefathers. While he was on the way to damage the church, doing his best to persecute
it, the Lord Jesus appeared to him and knocked him to the ground. Saul asked, “Who are
You, Lord?” And the Lord said, “I am Jesus, whom you persecute” (v. 15). The background
here is not that of paganism but of the typical religion. Saul was zealous for God according
to the traditional religion, but he was persecuting the church of Christ and opposing God’s
economy. Although he was so zealous for God, he did not realize that he was part of the
greatest deviation from the central line of God’s revelation.

After Saul had been knocked down, the Lord called him, saying, “Rise up and stand on
your feet; for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to appoint you as a minister and a wit-
ness both of the things in which you have seen Me and of the things in which I will appear
to you” (v. 16). Often the Lord knocks us down and then tells us to rise up. At these times
the Lord may say, “Don’t lie there—rise up. If you rise up, I will make you a minister and
a witness, not a religionist. I will make you a witness of what you have seen.” The Lord
seemed to be telling Saul, “You have seen Me speaking to you from the heavens. Now go and
witness to people of this. Witness to the priests, the elders, and the scribes. Formerly, you
said that I was killed and buried, but now you must witness to the fact that I have been res-
urrected and am now living in the heavens.”

In verse 16 the Lord told Saul that he would be a witness both of the things in which he
had seen Him and of the things in which the Lord would appear to him. The Lord said that
He would reveal other things to Saul, not in the way of teaching but by means of His
appearing. In whatever the Lord appeared to Saul, Saul was to witness of that to the people.
This is not a teaching, a doctrine, or a religion; it is absolutely a revelation of Jesus. All that
the apostle Paul later ministered was something in which the Lord had appeared to him. He
was not taught by the Lord; rather, he had revelation that came from the Lord’s appearing.
After his experience on the way to Damascus, Saul could say, “I have seen the living Jesus
in the heavens. I will go tell people what I have seen. My seeing comes from the appearing
of this living Lord. He charged me to minister those things in which He has ministered to
me, and He even promised to appear to me again and again. Every time He appears, I see
something. Then I go out and witness to people about what I have seen.” Being a witness is
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not a matter of teaching and knowledge but of appearing and vision. The things in which
the Lord appears to us are the things that we must minister to others.

THE LORD’S CHARGE

In Acts 26:18 the Lord charged Saul “to open their eyes, to turn them from darkness to
light and from the authority of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and
an inheritance among those who have been sanctif ied by faith in Me.” This is the work that
you young people should do today. Do not preach the traditional gospel of Christianity.
Rather, open the eyes of this generation that they may turn from darkness to light. The
f irst thing we must do is to help others to see. In order to do this, we ourselves must have
the vision and see the heavenly things. We must see the things concerning Christ, not by
being taught but by having Christ appear to us. After you have seen the vision, you need to
contact people, telling them that Jesus has appeared to you and that you have seen Him. Do
not preach the low, traditional gospel. Many who have received this poor gospel are still blind
and in darkness. Do not teach people religion—open their eyes that they may turn from
darkness and Satan to light and God. By turning in this way, they will be released from the
evil power of darkness, which is the authority of Satan, to God. As a result, they will receive
forgiveness of sins and a portion among those who are sanctif ied. All the saved and forgiven
ones are saints, and all the saints have a portion (Col. 1:12). According to Colossians, the por-
tion of the saints is simply Christ Himself. Christ has been allotted to us, and we all share a
portion in Him. What is our portion? It is neither the heavens nor the earth but Christ.
Thus, Christ is the common portion of all the saints. Unbelievers do not have a positive por-
tion. Their portion—the lake of f ire—is negative. Our portion—Christ—will consummate in
the New Jerusalem. Those who turn from Satan to God will not have a portion individually
but corporately and collectively with all the saints. This means that they will have a portion
among those who are members of the church life. We cannot have such a portion alone; we
can only have it among the saints, among those who are sanctif ied by faith.

THE FULL GOSPEL

In Acts 26:18 the full gospel is presented. The complete, perfect, whole gospel is found
here: to open people’s eyes and to turn them from darkness to light and from the authority
of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, be sanctif ied by faith, and enjoy
the common portion of the saints to have the church life. In this one verse there are seven
points: (1) to open people’s eyes, (2) to turn them from darkness to light, (3) to turn them
from the authority of Satan to God, (4) to help them receive forgiveness of sins, (5) to help
them to be sanctif ied by faith, (6) that they may have a common portion among the saints,
and (7) be in the church life. Have you ever heard such a gospel? This is the gospel that the
young people must preach to this generation. Do not preach the poor gospel about going to
heaven—preach the uplifted gospel revealed in Acts 26:18.

THE NEED FOR PRAYER

It is quite easy to point out all the seven facets of the gospel found in this verse. But now
you need to go to the Lord and pray, saying, “Lord, open my eyes. I don’t need knowledge,
Lord. I need my eyes to be opened. Lord, turn me from anything dark. I don’t want to remain
in darkness. Lord, turn me from darkness to light.” This is spiritual reality. When we are in
it, people will realize it when we contact them. You also need to pray, “Lord, turn me from
the authority, the dominion, of Satan to Yourself. I must be a person who is absolutely in
God. God is my sphere, my realm, my kingdom. I must be in God.” If you pray like this, you
will become another person. I can assure you that you will be different. If necessary, even
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fast and pray about these matters, saying, “Lord, I want to have my eyes opened like they
have never been opened before. I don’t want to be opaque. I want to have eyes like the four
living creatures in the book of Revelation.” The living creatures have eyes everywhere, with-
out and within. We need to be like this. Then when we contact people, they will realize that
we are crystal clear. We are not opaque like others are. Others may be good, ethical, religious,
moral, and even scriptural, but they are opaque. When people contact us, they must imme-
diately sense that we are crystal clear. This is not preaching—this is witnessing. We must
be this kind of person.

We also need to pray, “Lord, grant me a full and thorough forgiveness of all my sins. I
want to have a clearance of sins from the top to the bottom. I would leave nothing that has
not been dealt with. Lord, I also want to be fully sanctif ied. I don’t want to be merely a for-
given person but also a sanctif ied person. Then I will be able to enjoy my portion, the all-
inclusive Christ.” Day by day we enjoy Christ as our portion, not in an individualistic way
but by enjoying Him among the saints. Who and where are the saints? They are those who
are sanctif ied in the church. The saints are the church. When we get into the church, we get
among the saints. Oh, how we must pray over these seven matters! Pray desperately to the
Lord, saying, “Lord, I want to experience the gospel that You revealed to Paul as mentioned
in Acts 26:18. I want to experience this full, complete, perfect, and thorough gospel.” This
gospel covers not only God’s kingdom but also Satan’s kingdom. It includes the rich Christ
as our portion and all the saints as the corporate Body, the church of Christ. How we need to
experience this gospel!

If we experience the whole gospel, we shall not merely be a preacher—we shall be a wit-
ness. I can guarantee you that whenever you pray this way, the Lord Jesus will appear to
you, and His appearing will give you a vision. Then you will see certain things. In all these
chapters we need to see a vision. I cannot give you anything. We all must touch the throne
of grace. Does the Lord still need to knock you down? Are you that stubborn? There is no
need to be so stubborn. Rather, we should say, “Lord, I’m here. You don’t need to knock me
down. Lord, I’m here touching Your throne of grace. Open my eyes and turn me thoroughly
from all darkness to light. Turn me from the authority of Satan to God, and grant me a
thorough forgiveness of all my sinfulness. O Lord, sanctify me that I may enjoy You as my
portion among the saints in the local churches.”

PAUL’S RELIGIOUS BACKGROUND
AND THE LORD’S APPEARING

In Galatians 1:11-16 we also see the religious background of the revelation of Christ in
Paul’s experience. In Galatians 1:13 and 14 Paul says that he persecuted the church of God
and advanced in Judaism, being more abundantly a zealot for the traditions of his fathers. In
these verses Paul seems to be saying, “You know of my conduct. I was exceedingly zealous in
the religion of my fathers, surpassing many of my equals. As far as religion was concerned,
I was on top. I even persecuted the church, doing my best to lay it waste and to oppose God’s
economy. But one day the very God who separated me from my mother’s womb was pleased
to reveal His Son in me.” All we need is this revelation, this vision.

I am concerned for many of you because our situation today is exactly the same as that
in the ancient times. We all have been inf luenced by the background of Christianity. I am
fearful that as you do a work among the young people, you may carry it out in a religious
way. When you preach, you may preach the traditional gospel of Christianity. In these days
we all must see something. We should no longer bring old traditional Christianity into our
gospel preaching. Rather, we must cast away the old things and say, “Lord, show me some-
thing by appearing to me. Lord, You appeared to Paul, and he saw something, and You told
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him that You would show him more through Your appearing to him. Lord, appear to me so
that in Your appearing I may see something and then tell people of what I have seen.” It is
not adequate simply to read this chapter. You must pray to the Lord. I can assure you that if
you go to Him, He will be open. He is in the heavens, but to Him heaven is the same as earth,
for He is everywhere. While Saul of Tarsus was going his way, the Lord Jesus, who was in
the heavens, appeared to him. Today the Lord is open to us all. Simply come to Him, saying,
“Lord, I have never heard such a gospel before. Lord, open my eyes and turn me from all
other things to Yourself.” I assure you that if you pray this way, He will appear to you imme-
diately. In His appearing, you will see something. This appearing will make you a witness.
Then, as you contact other young people, you will not merely be a preacher but a witness.

You will be a witness telling people of what you have seen in the presence of the living
Lord. It pleased God to reveal His Son to us that we might preach Him. Our preaching must
be the issue of what we have seen. We do not preach doctrine; we minister and witness of
what we have seen in His appearing.

GRACE GIVEN TO LESS THAN THE LEAST

In Ephesians 3:8 Paul says, “To me, less than the least of all saints, was this grace given
to announce to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ as the gospel.” Probably we
all hold the concept that the apostle Paul was a specially selected one. But here he says that
he was less than the least of all saints. If one who is less than the least can have such a vision,
then certainly all of us can have the same thing. Do not say, “I am not an apostle, especially
not the apostle Paul. Thus, I could never see as much as he did.” Paul said that he was less
than all of us. Paul said this because he had opposed God’s economy. In Paul’s understanding,
the one who opposed the most was the smallest and the least. Since he was the most oppos-
ing, he became even less than the least. Peter, John, Andrew, and Matthew were with the
Lord Jesus, but Paul was far away. No one else opposed Christ and the church as much as
Paul did. Therefore, this one who was the farthest away and the most opposing became the
least and smallest one. In Ephesians 3 Paul seemed to be saying, “Dear brothers in Ephesus,
don’t you realize that I was once far, far away? None of you was as far away from Christ as
I was. Because I was the farthest away, I am less than the least of all the saints.”

Anyone who is closer to Christ than Paul was is greater than he. Since we are all close
to Christ, we are more than qualif ied to receive the vision and get the revelation. If the one
farthest away from Christ could receive the revelation of Jesus Christ, then why could we
not receive it also? We should be encouraged by this. Do not be disappointed. I am familiar
with the subtlety of the enemy. When I was young, I excused myself, saying that the verses
in Ephesians 3 were wonderful, but they were only for the apostle Paul, not for me. Since
I did not care for these verses, I missed the grace. But one day I woke up and saw Ephesians
3:8, and I believed it. I jumped up, shouting, “Hallelujah! I am bigger than Paul. To one less
than I, grace was given. If he could receive this grace, then why can’t I? I’m more qualif ied
than he was.” I can testify that since that day the vision has always been with me. If we saw
this, we would all be like the apostle Paul. I am not saying that you should presume to claim
your apostleship. No, what I mean is that as far as qualif ication goes, we all are greater
than Paul. Thus, we must pray, “Lord, whether I understand it or not, Ephesians 3:8 says that
Paul was less than I am. If grace was given to him, then, Lord, You must also give this grace
to me. Standing on Ephesians 3:8, I claim the grace.”

We need this grace in order to see and enjoy all the riches of Christ. We must go to the
Lord, the source of the heavenly vision, and see something. There is no other way except to
pray. If you pray, you will be different, and the Lord will have a way. Many eyes will be
opened, and many young people will turn from darkness to light and from the authority of
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Satan to God and will enjoy forgiveness, sanctif ication, and the common portion among
all the saints in the proper church life. Ephesians 3 indicates that the riches of Christ are
for the producing of the church. Therefore, in this portion of the Word we have Christ with
all His riches and the church as God’s instrument to shame His enemies, the principalities
and powers, and through which God will make known the manifold wisdom of His economy.
Pray-read all the verses mentioned in this chapter in a serious, weighty way. Say, “Lord,
I mean business with You. You have given grace to one who is less than I, and now You must
give grace to me. Lord, I mean it. Lord, cause us all to experience the riches of the unlimited
Christ and to have the church life that comes out of this enjoyment.” If you pray like this,
something will happen. The Lord is real, living, present, practical, and available. If you mean
business with Him, He will mean business with you. I know what I am talking about.

Do not follow the trend of today’s Christianity. Rather, forget about it. We have a new,
heavenly trend. In Revelation we have the seven local churches. If you will pray-read all these
verses and live in them and witness according to them, the issue will be the local churches.
In the local churches we have the practical church life. The enemy, Satan, hates the Spirit
because the Spirit is the reality of Christ. Today Christ is realized as the Spirit, but some
are f ighting against this, saying that it is heresy to teach that Christ is the Spirit. Moreover,
Satan also hates the local church and causes some to rise up against it. Most Christians only
care for the universal church, but to have only the universal church is to have a vanity fair.
While most Christians care for the universal church, they insist on perpetuating the denom-
inations and free groups. Due to this, there is no local church. Instead, there is the vanity
fair of the so-called universal church and all the denominations and groups. Where is the
church? It can exist only when the saints realize that all Christians in a particular locality
must be one. This is the local church.

Are you young people burning today? If you are, then I challenge you to pray with all
these verses. If you pray, something will come out, and you will see the vision of the full
gospel and become a witness of what you see of the Lord to today’s young generation. You
all must fellowship about this chapter and pray about it both individually and corporately
until you are transfused by the Lord with such a heavenly vision and are burdened for the
Lord’s move among today’s young generation to bring a number of them into the Lord’s
testimony. (The Collected Works of Witness Lee, 1975–1976, vol. 3, “Young People’s Training,”
pp. 307-316)
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